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f 3/IH/4I ommerce And Industry.Samuel . Smith Hiil 8 b«»e.7.l».P ocahon|M ^ 

In 1888 and iW Andrew Yooddell of n«r Uray ^ erated a circu 
lar mill on Uurel Creek and other parts of Ucahmrtas County.his first 
get was on Laurel Creek or the headwaters of Stony ^sek^nother set was 
at the John Adam place,and another set at Henry Shears place.John Salf¬ 
ord did most of the skidding and Auburn Friel was s«yer,the fireman was 
J.Luther KcNeill now living at Marl inton, this timber was sawed for deters 
and Gay and rafted to Honceverte,7.Va.InI09O Janes (Jitn) Thite of Uurel 
'reek bought bought a circular mill from Sam Gay and Andrew Tooddett an 


went to Slk near Slaty Fork and sawed for Jacob Sharp and from there 


-oved across the creek to the Hite place then owned by Sharp and from 
tbere to the foot of Gauley fountain near Slatyfork and In i)ec .90 noved 
-ack up ilk to the Henry Sharp place and satved for a man by the nane of 
’ U,tin3 * Sara Gay did the skidding- and the taber eas taken to 
%Iv in County and loaded there. 

in 91 they moved to the head of Elk and sreed . set for George 
i' n ' : iannah did the skidding,and from there they noved 
Mwed for ihomaa Vandervert^l» sea for the Alterood 

* “hf f t Wfi * 4 f , , . 

" they moved to Clbverlick sad wed 4 set for Jac- 
r '' (■ 1 m r who oold locally hit Urn -rater purt 


r '• • * n they moved to Stay Jeita end m**d e 







* arnB ** 2 s - <3 Wraith 

MKBT'i'ticy .one eet for Jalrick leeks,and George l!cLauj?hli n anc » 

rr °* here 

wi they moved to the mouth of Leatherbark and sawed a set for 

r ~ ame * 'anl< 

f where they sawed 400,000 this was logged by Bernard Hamrick of Casa 

During all of these operations Lather IcNeill vra.s fireman and 


?ooddell did the sawing. 

Information.J.Luther IIcNeill. I^arlintoo.'V.fe, 
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\l Aad Industry.Samu*" 1 0 


Smith HiUBboro.^.Va. Pocahontas County. 


In r Q „ . , nhn c ilaupt of Marlinton bought a cir- 

In Ii>P6 Prteton C Curry and John C /ia p 

Bf cular min „ of near Buckeye on the river road and for- 

x fy om Gilbert Wilfong of n 

W a m * ail nnt they cut mine tie a and lumber at 

BT *** a Partntrehip known as Curry And Haupt,they 
V Ti n*iter Kivelya on Thorny Creek and aa- 

^Vllfonga and finished up and moved to .a 

_^ ....xin ^harD8 n^ar Frost and saiKd 

lr#d a « c t and from there they ewnt to A 
B ^ J c Harpers pn Knapps Creek,and from there 

a 8et,and fiom there they moved to «« v 

— j ft et the mill near James Reeds and 
they bought timber from l hner Moore and s 

- , on id the mill to Park liclaugblin hut bou~ 

upon completion of this set they sold xn 

Sht a new .111 ana moved it to Stephen Hole Run on the farm of T.S MC.ee 1 
from whom they had bought a boundary of timber and upon completion moved 
to the farm of Carl G seard of near Mlllpoint and cut a set there .and from 
there a0 ve d the mill to Porter Sharpe and sawed a eet there and from that the, 
moved to the foot of Ilk kountain and sawed a set on the 1 Ilia Sharp place 
and from here they moved to the c.G and Sallie McGuire farm on l lk this was 
in 193® eJtiiXXKK£Xka#KaX55XX10]G(f«Rt and from there they moved to the Birdie 
0 DilUy farm and sawed 15 Q, 000 feet and bought 55,000 from John and Frankie 
Dumire and 5 , 000 feet was bought from Y/illiam Gilmore, be side b 130,000 that 
McGuire put in to this set from the McGuire farm,this timber was sawed for 
C.G McGuire and James Gibson and was cut and skidded by them,T,illiamB & Pife 
..anditd the lumber for McGuire and Gibson.From 1 lk Curry And Haupt moved the 
rill to Jacksons River in Va. and sawed for Burruss land And Lumber Co.of 
Lyr.chiurg Va.here they sawed 6 million feet and moved to Bol&rs Draft Va.A 
•awed 3 Billion. 

Th« lr next »et was in W.Va. on Porter and Katie Sharps place here her« 
t ■* 7 fci ». f -d 2300, 000 for the Right lumber Co.of Bristol Tenn.This was in I3[ 
z ras at this operation that Haupt died in ~}2 . and W.W Harper of BuckhaiM 
to. t^pt out and tht y began opt rating under the namt of Curry & Hi 
r,t*.i» : > computed and tht y u-ovtd the mill to Tfet ut*t Union Church ar 

1 ' rl « h * *»l«r Co.o* I'.etoU/rtoB ,•« this •», 

A ti- irv * end ’nooo Sharp farm® was aaw< d alao log* from th# 



^.G Smith page- * 2 of curry / ad Harpir. 

u ll ins farm on ~eurt 1 rtev v.hi C h «, D * 

’ nlch Kae cut and skidded by . u 


Curry » Harpc r bought log. from 1 dnln =u22ard >ad frQm ^ L 

L farm on MlU*- River cut and .kidded by curry And Harper vita Horae. 

. caterpillar tractor an d It »aa at tHls .at that the all! bur„e d down 
f t!lty flnlel>£d thl ° act and moved the new mill to Stamping Creek whet* It la 
operating at the present time aa they truck logs from all over the lower end 
of .-ocahontas and the upper e n d of Greenbrier Co.and so far they have sawed 
n«ar 4 million feet which ie trucked to larion and Pulaski Va,to Clarksburg, 
Rainellfc and toilkins to the homestead,besides what goes to kt .Ary.N.C.the 
f looring,furniture and crating lumber goes to Clarksburg.’.* .Va. 

The sawyers on these operatin6 have been 3trt Roberts and Joe UCK- 


1 


enney,the lumber graders,J.R Guthrie and Keith Wilt. 

Thfry have 6 trucks, I caterpillar tractor and I team of horses to do 
the ehKilftg skidding and trucking of the logs.^hey e mp loy from 27 to 30 men 
and atjf present they have a mill operating in Va.near Eol&r Springs and anotif 
operating in Greenbrier Co.They run a boarding house and as Curry has a gen. 
6tor« in _arlinton his hands do their trading there.This operation has meant 
a lotjf to JRocahontas County. 

Information.p.C Curry .liar lint on.’ .Va. 

C.G icGuire. " • • 


:.i mill is set on the v.illiam K Cackle y farm near the Stamping Creek 


Church. 
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/ B^4I Commtrc* And 
/4I 

In 190? the ,.1 


Industry.Samuel g Smith, illsooro. ."a.rocahontae Co. 


11 1 ^ Kirby And ~illy uimbtr Co.wer* operating in tht 

f .. nu ol tht hollow on a branch of Trump un tht farm now owntd by l • ? 

• lid,The Lilly lumber Co,was operating at Kinton at this time and the ;.idd 
Kirby And Lilly Lumber Co.were capitalized at wIOO.000.00 and the cain 
stockholders were F .P Kidd (0/ C.K Kirby and the Lilly Lumber Co.of Hinton 


At this ett they sawed between 6 and 7*000.000 this lumber was 
ta*en to the main line of the C & 0 by a narrow gauge R R -down to the 
mouth of u>cust,the y op<aated he r e until 1912 and moved to thf '..illiam 
-cClure farm and operated here until I Jlk- .This was a 6 foot circular 
-ill.and upon completion F.p Kidd operated at Kinnison operating the 
upper e Q d of D e nmar tract that was operated by the Maryland Lumber Co. 
they p U t in a swinging bridge across the Greenbrier at Kinnison to bring 
the logs to the west side of the river where the mill was set,a good lumber 
town sprang up at Kinnison during this operation as they had a store tnd 
several dwelling houses for the m e n and their families.This operation fu- 
rnlahed e^io^e-nt to from 4o to 50 me n . 

Inf-F.P Kidd B eard. V.'.Va. 

J.R Cut lip. it ii 


In 1936 A.G Killings.ODth of barlinton operated a tract of timber 
** bought from boa. biller of Buoteye. w.Va.Par* be laugh Un sawed thia 
.«t .1th hi. mill thl. .as virgin timber and mostly sjhite and Re d Oak that 
ev, choice Wr part of It .aa bill stuff and brought a fancy price 

~ XUUn ^"ortha horses driven by barlon K>.ard. 

Anctt.r of hi. operations .as at Cloverl**,,..^ by , cUugl>lto 

^ U l>*0 h* bough, a boundary on Stuping Creek but cold It to Lee b„_ 
rf kmriuto. but 1. cm,.* out „„ . kld4 , 4 ^ mUnga^rth. men »d 


« tj la Inin.- -in . % 

"-.-V :i 

+ * ptrioul im 


also does contra* 

t«U* building 

know It ^ 
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.uitrct And Industry.Samuel c* S^ith killsbo ro.~.Va. Pocahontas Co. 

In 19 X and Q9 The Dee r Cre*k Lumh*r Co.was operating on Stouipin^ 
Or ce k near where the starafiing Creek stands toaay they were operating the 
timber from the ..illiam H ..aa e farm and at present owned by Oil Hook K1X thiB 
as a circular mill and they had a tram road irom the mill to the timber so- 

a wire cable^driven by an 
gin^fhis brought th.e log trucks back from tie mill to the woods,of ten the £ 
g trucks were high in the air on a trestle oat the cable would let them go 
m the grade in a safe way.. The main mill of this company was operating 
Dee r creek. 

William lisenhuth was the foreman on Stamping Creek and his wife run 
boarding house.At the first of this operation the y used horses to b ring 
empty log trucks bac k t o^ the woods. 

.;illis Kill,Poe beiford,Remus Rogers and Cil GIndwell and B.C Hayes 
teamsters/ Jack and Gordon of Greenbrier cut the timber and Charlie Har- 
frorked by the day as a laborer. 
nf .B.C Hay ee Hi llpo int. W. Va. 

* Ruckxaan • • • i i 


z 2 miles or more,they used an inclines dr inland 
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Conferee And industry, S,G Smith,Hillsboro ,W ,Va.Pocehontas County 

Shoe Lnst Factory — 

In 1923 a shoe last factory was put in at Spice Run,a man by the 




of rank Knox of Wisconsin was general manager,this operation t 00 k 
place on the last side of the Greenbrier River. 

They used hard Maple for the last's this lumber thfcy bought frem 
t?he Spice Run Lumber Company, the last's or blocks thht they were/Ho be 


made from were cut and put in a Dry Kiln after this drying process they 
re r e ready to be shipped to New York,however they failed to ship many as 
the plant burned down but they rebuilt it but failed to operate again 
this was in 1924. 


Information Frank Knap). 

Winters Cochran 
Sidney McCoy 


Denmar.W,Va. 

Beard • ■ 

11 11 



nffl hpnt.. Co. -7 An. — • 

ro/n/4o 

Jbhn Rain** And Company. 


T. Va. 


In 1907 John Raine of Ironton Ohio came to Pocah- 

, cue at of timber locating and buying some 

ontas County .West Va- in the qU , , 

1850 acres of tl.be. for approximately $2 0.000.oo be took In as partne¬ 
rs B.t carrier and L.O Being and doing business as John Raine and Co. 

They set the mill about the center of the tract 


of timber on the head of Stamping Creek close to the foot of Cranberry 
fountain. On the Millpoint to Richwood Road. 

Their boundary started not far above the Sta¬ 
ging creek church followed the bridge or backbone of Little Moun¬ 


tain to a point on Viney Mt, from there to the head of the hollow that 
leads to Cranberry River and Cranberry Glades around the Mountain to¬ 
ward the High Rocks taking in the Blue Lick and the Chestnut Ridge to 
the creek. 


T hey put in a six foot or poney band mill run 

t£ a short time and it burned down they then set in a steam feed circ¬ 
ular mill. They built a store,boarding house and about 20 dwelling ho- 
~seg and called the place Raine Town this section is still known as Rai- 
ce town although the houses are all gone but two or three. 


The timber cut was mostly all hard wood,namely 
c'.erry red and white oak ,ash and chestnut. 


Raine had a locomotive ; and a loader .railroads 
' * • •• 9tT * bull* up the hollows to shorten the hail in skidding which 
vac ,uite steep In places 4 teams or g horses were used in the skidding. 

Two men were^killed during their operation Barn¬ 
ett *>ttlagha**f a 1 1 lpolnt no killed cutting tiaber by a falling tree. 


Wuff of Caesar's Mt ass killed 


on the log train be was brake- 





w 


Page 2- 

10/U/^O John Raine A Co. 3,0.3. 

sraan thr train was running away and somehow in trying to apply the 

brakes was between two cars and when they wrecked he was crushed by 


a log and 0,11 Hook/ the engineer jumped to safety and escaped with 
minor injuries although the logs had him pinned down. D B Kelllaon 
of killpoint, the fireman jumped to safety and was unhurt save for 
cuts and bruises he recieved from landing in rocks and gravel. 


Heine Town was a lively little lumber town it 

furnished employment to several men besides the ones living in the^idi 
see as they employed some 35 men no ^ counting the skilled workers, 
foreman etc. Their payroll^was $2,500.00 each month this furnished a 
market for the near by farmers for their surplus commodities, namely 
eggs, dairy products.meat and truck crops. 


About as fast as the lumber was sawed it was 
loaded on standard gauge cars shipped out on Warn Lumber Co. H.R to 
the main line of the C&8 and to the many lumber markets in the east- 
*rn part of the U.S . Raine Town is between 3 4^ miles from Millpoint 
the Richwood Road and on the head waters of Stamping Creek. 


John Raine was a very influential man in for 

... „« u ^ 


e y finished up this operation in 1913 shin, 
ped out all the lumber and * * * 

and machinery .thus ended one of Pocahoota. 

County, larger lumber operation. 

iona and was greatly missed when the pay. 

roll not only stopped but the market for the e 

for the farmera commodities. 

"* lne T0Wn tod T 1 - “erely 2 or 3 house, and 
that 1. .11 that 1. left of the once thriving town. 



After this operation John Ralne and his tro^a* 

' the late Thom® Ralne founded the Leadow River Lumber Company at Raln- 
eElr , rt,Va. one of the largest hardwood operations In *»Va» John Raise 
represented Greenbrier County for one term In the Legislature. 

John Ralne passed on August ,26/40 thus the passing o* 

one of the best citizens ofthe Greenbrier Valley. 


Information 


—_Luther Ray 

Owen .tH ook 
Joseph Sharp 

C.W,Auldxidge 
Pocahontas Times 
Court Records 
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Industry And Coiuterce 


S , Hillsboro,W.Va 



7,'ood Company. 


The Fmpire 

In 1912 while the Tomb Lumber Company was operate 
in S_. a kindling wood factory was-si1 up cut alabs and all ot- 
rough lumber of no value for building purposes this was 
done with a rip saw and cut off saw, these slabs and boards 

J _i _ ~ A -r, 4- VnT „ A _ 1_ 


- nua a rip saw ~— ' - -—— 

»rere ripped in to narrow strips cut in short blocks taken by 
^vator up in a dry kiln that was 100ft. high there they were 
sent back down a slide to the press where they were pre- 
86e d in to bundles tied with a string and stored ready for shi¬ 
pment. 


George L Hyde was general ma n ager fpr the. kindl- 
in S wood factory they had a rep- and salesman ijfNew York City 
^kere it was sold for 10 cents per bundle. 


* hey dipped from 6 to 10 cars a month . TVhen the Tomb Lumber 
c °ig>any ceased to operate The Tmpire TCood Company ^he{r cont- 
-£ 0 t for the slabs and other waste lumber from the mill that 
ey cut in to kindling so ir. 1914 they cleaned up and moved 

out thus passed out the first and last mill that produced no- 

06 ° Ut kindlin € This was used in Hew York to start coal 
ree in furnaces and other coal burning stoves, 


Information ■ 


Glenn McComb-"atoga W Va. 

George 1'cComb-ITatoga W Va. 

Dennis Dunn--ITatoga W.Va. 
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■nd Industry.S.muel 0 Smith r.illsboro.'.Va. Pocahontas Co. 

iftr]in Lumber Company* 


j ’ ho tarlin Lumber Company started ope ra tion in 1920 and finished 
Sn 1933.this operation took place at Stillwell,*.Va. about one mile be¬ 
low tarlinton.in what is known ae Stillhouse Hollow. 

In this company were the following, Dr.M.S Wilson pres.and E-.tt. 


illiars,and 


burton ’ilson Gen. managers 


at different times during the 


operation,among the stockholders in this company were the following 
r »- .c> ilson^HerittJGeorge, Kathan and Burton all brothers#A.C Bifer, 
illiams,Lee Barlow,and J.A McLaughlin. 

uring their operation at Stillwell they sawed 52.000.000 feet 
' ra this came from approximately 13.000 acres this includes land in the 
-~kley . ountains,on BeavEr Creek and Knapps Creek,besides some timber 
on rowna Creek that was trucked to near Laden bottom and loaded on the 
* &r train.one tract of timber aggregating 9470 acres was formerly owned 
by ^rernbrier .iver number Co.and covers land on ijiapps ~reek,(jreenbrier 
iter,, ir of it. ant Lick .un, Monday Lick Hun,Stillhouse Hun,Laden Bottom, 

1 fid . oiler :o: low. 


1 ° J r nwyer " as Loveiace » 

r *ry Adkiaon,and James Forney run a coeaiaarj 

' •'inee.one lo* loader and about 30 log 





^F 7 ' U „rl.n Lumber ^o.l’are * 2 

» hi offman and i ete Spitzer were enmineerB. ihia do.rorked 
a’ct-t /5 men besides the v/ork that -as done by contractors and among 
them were A.J Cook of Seebert and Meredith logging contractors be¬ 

sides the some 8 or 9 teams of the co. 

Ceorrre Simmons of Hillsboro sawed a set for this Co.on Browns 
Creek. - % 

Before this operation took place there was one or two farm hou¬ 
ses at what was later known as Stillwell but at the last of this operat 
ion there were from 8 to 10 houses, a boarding house that was run by 
Brown ^IcComb and his wife,a school house besides the buildings used by 
the co and today you find a string of houses here and it is still known 
a3/Stillrrell,but the school has been discontinued and the children go to 
%rlinton to school.Part of this area cut over by i’he I-arlin Lumber ^o. 
warn !&j>i logged in the days of the white pine by Smith & Tliiting for the 
it.Lawrence Boom b. Lfg.Co. of Ronceverte. 

ail roads were built from Stllwell up the holloa, up Knapps Creek 
j *11 the hollows of their holdings and if all in one would have 
quite 4 long distance of :t.ri , 

lotion this mill was sold for junk thus the nasain? of 
•aa ef i©cehcnU# .lun'./s :<ir ©r lumber oparatione ,Ihia operation gr%- 


y v 



1 in Lumber Jo.bare Jf 3 S.G S. Pocahontas Go. 
tly benefitted L ar ^inton as it furnished employment to many of her pe¬ 
ople .and at this time was one of the very few industries operating in 
this section of the county,therefore the lumbering operations at Still¬ 
well r.elped to boost the population of Lariinton and made employment for 
rany of her people. 

Information. E.H Williams.Marlinton.W.Va. « 

K.S Tilson. 

James Forney. ' * ” 

John Coffman. ' 1 *' 
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-Commerce . 

|r^ And Industry, S.C Smith Killeboro.W.Va.Focehontas County. 

r t LUtZ And 1:acl nieh-Lumbcr ) - I '^V» I 

In I9ij jj j 

Lutz of I lkins Randolph County and a man by the name of 

r i.'aoini8h of Ben n 

■••ogton came to Pocahontas County and bought timber from John 
and Levi y Cav ~ 

> oi idray deeds recorded as follows July 11,1911 about 400 
-*om Levi y Gay gTld Lee hl8 w ^f e amount paid §5300.00 and in 1912 
«Iohn D and an n 

1 Gay sold them a tract of timber for §1, 50 a 00 deed dated 
yovemfcev tp tom n 

McCarty was clerk of the County Court at that time. 

> also bought a small amount of timber from Linnie Tyler of near I dray. 
They s et their Circular mill on the William Wooddell farm at the 



of the Draft and just above where the Fair Ground,Brush Country 
-oad crosses stony Creek.They built a boarding house f or the m e n and 
erected stables to care for their horses S in number as they did their 
°ra skidding and most of their cutting. 

This Gay timber has located on and near Ilk Mountain ae they 

»P*r.ted the timber on the face of Elk Mountain up to the big turn on 
theold road. 

They had a locomotive,but loaded by hand, this was not a standard 

CnSl " e " 0r " 0B “ 8 -s m between,track was lay- 

*0 from the mill to the foot 0 f Iik Mountain or a distance of approx 

« 00 k now a farmer of stamping Creak « J 

Th* —r it , rb zniiB * then ° f R ° nceverte - 

" * nd 1,0 s °ith^ and it was estimated they 
. at thiB ^t.Thie lumber was mostly Red 

*°* # Chestnut and was shipped out about as fast as 

It »** etacd ta aoSt of . 

r rit t° Government and mostly heavy tla- 

***• fro* *blte r tr 

P ratloa f»n:.k.„ up lo I9I5 the , m ^ ^ 




A.V 




w 
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Lutz And Macinieh page 2- 
,rd south the log engines or ? log train trucks we r e bought by 


■*,ilier of Pennsylvania and at that time operating near Bartow near the 


f. ( r»d of the Greenbrier River. 

They employed something like 2 0 men on the mill and in the 
woods besides 6 that operated the train and kept up the track there¬ 
fore the payroll of this lumber job meant a lot to Pocahontas County 
and especially to ^(arlinton as the clothing and grocery stores did 
a flourishing business during the time the timber of this county 


wa6 being operated as the woodsman had to have warm clothing and 


plenty of good substantial food. 

This operation did not affect the growth of Pocahontas County 
in the le&st directly but the taxes this company paid helped with 
our county government. 

There is no trace of this operation at this time • 


Inf ormation-J.V McKenney Marlinton T7.Va.Rfd. 
O.M Hook Millpoint 11 
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^ *«M« *Jta4 mrwmrnm to# #•«»#• **- '» *>■• ^ »■ ■ —« Nrt 

r ft la Mtrf«i tm Mtir* •# '•’■•* Vloft. 

Cfclcton lioua# »« vaiaft la »w too •**•» fr*« *»• wn • *% 


I tal) ill* im tal**<*4 •< «*•« %• lot Mi 
•• ••tofa.f ^ mm ttm it# tall «i «fl % tl ^ 

■® had . rlrnt— M totod# to mm mm mmmll \m*m 

• *•»«•# • H W I 

bulldln* poat offlaa mm aafcaal haaaa •« '• »«r*|aa tod »rt- 

M4*4 tboroaad mrftll^ aad# r*ad? to atari rprinllai tala* •«*. 

rt M In Mar oh 1901 Jaw a 9 M of *#o*#f# oa* A .' f . * # rt 

* v»c contracted to# afeitou* M to*ag» tai oata »# ••• ,« ta 4 » 14 
Siting of F#ouajivaala at 1 toa d mm toto#» Cr**» aad 9 tlhUi 
fr,t r ler «h#r# oa to# jot ImU tod I laa a aloo lai a ltil rt<1 
during tha o^#ration of tola tract f t .tor 


drooad If5 90 * •*« aaad la too 


train ,on too «in aad loader l l aaa w » tlr«a tod I * -ffllflr 

30 to Ito horaea Hj tluU wn lilt fro, the «u ,, »oto«, u, 
to Violet and up Bearer .re„ ether troct. .... ., , , d of 

Chicken fcouse run am to the heal of talanl ink Pjn. 


This ooapaay operated for apprcxlnately 4 yra 

or 1910 and ran into difficulty . n „ eomgaaf took lt 0 , 

this tine it operated undor the cane of To* Lusher Con**, 
Killian Tonb of Philadelphia. Pa. was Jeneral ranker the, , 






Droney Lun.Oo. 



"•'M tor „ oth „ 4 or until 1914 wd tb.r to «« 

torcti to quit »„d thlo tlm. It «•• «»*'■> orrr by S.tog. Lu. 
»brr Comply rrcrl.rr.hlp for thr company the Job ... eo— 
plrtrd in 1916. 

This tfatoga operation meant a lot to this sec¬ 
tion of the country as it furnished a market for surplus farm 
products of the surrounding territory namely dairy products 
poultry^ egg, ceat &nd truck crops. The Company built a sch¬ 
ool house and tie county furnished the teacher for the children 
of the employees . Sunday School and preaching were held in 
the school building for the inhabitants of this lumber town. 

Approximately SO million feet were cut at Watoga 
besides the tan hark that was peeled and shipped out., to 
tanneries all over the United States. Wages paid at Watoga 
wee I.50 to $2.00 with board or $2 25 to $3-00 and board 
yourself, the lumber was all shipped out and the mill taken 
down part of the rail and other equipment was bought by the 
Seel and Son Lumber Company operating near the head of the 


Greenbrier River the rest was disposed of elsewhere and shi¬ 
pped out of the country, at the close of this operation the 

b uses with a suitable plot of ground was sold to the peop- 
1. from other sections of the state most of these were oolo- 
red people and today »e find a number of colored famallee 11. 
lng there.with a store,Postoffice.and a school when there Is 
enough children to run a ecbool.The Government having bought 
the aouataln land to grow in to a foreat. 



One of my Informants George UcComb who Is up In 80 

year# old worked at *ato*a at h av , 

ga at day work also oontract work,anot¬ 
her informant Dennis Dunn worked . nitmK 

« worked a number of years at Watoga and 





n Pa e r 3 

Droney Lumber Co. 




3.0.Smith 

wr Hillsboro,*,Va 

living Just across the river he r.,no » 

„ . . . , ’ rUD8 a P a6c enger boat to the ffatoga aide 

wd back,he is a very denenH^Hi« «* 

, . , Pendable ferryman and a part of his income is de¬ 
rived from his Ferrv-bo»+- « 

-.too. .hiOh . ’ 18 neceesar y m getting back and forth to 

Jatoga,which 1. approximately too miles fast of State Route 2I 9 leaving ' 
State road at Stephen's Hole Run Just above lilllpolnt.ff.7a. 


Informat ion__ 


-George McComb, Watoga.ff.7a. 

Dennis Dunn. T7atoga,77.7a. 
Sherman Pyles ,Seebert,W,7a. 
James S.Cook. Mlllpoinfr,W,7a. 

Court Records, Karlinton.W.7a. 
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f * —__ Commerce And Industry—9.0 Smith Pocahontas County.- 

-—-- Hillsboro ,w,Va. "—-*—. 

®plce Run Lumber Company ?£-/- - — 

Cou. ^ I9IP Jamee ri Y^ of Charleston Kaawah County came to Pocahontas 
C ^ R hl y l00klng for timber and upon locating what he wanted w e n t back to 
eton and formed a company and in it were James Flynn,Gue and Uark 
n al ©ng with some other stockholders at Charleston,and New York and 

what was known as The Spice Run Lumber Company which operated 
8h °rt distance below Beard,ff.Va or near the mouth of Spice Run on the 
Gre ^brie r Rlver . 

The first t±be r bought was from J.R Droney,The Pocahontas Timber Oo 

and Arbogast a Real Estate operator all on the last side of the 

" brle:r Hlver and extending up the river to the Maryland Lumber Oo 
stings. 

The> ' 8tarted operation in 1913 s set in a single band mill built 
dwelling houses for the men and their families,a boarding house 
aad a company store in which the poet office was kept. 

the They ha<1 2 locomotiveB and a loade r R.R tracks were built from 
" ” U1 at Spl ° e Run acr0BB the Greenbrier River and up the hollows 

of the r ^ SPl ° e “ d 03778 *“ “ d in the lmraedlate section 

Xtall aVerllClt “ t ' tMS ” 3S 6tandard S3Uee and raS bullt “°etly wilh 
Italian labor. 

- - csiirrizr: 0harlie Brtge8 ° f ° ien Ray 

:r nr r 

and RicTwIre^leT ^ Br08l<>U8 " ^ Gooch 

r the Company doctors. 

Th^ ffilll V7Q.8 * , 

Joe perkln. farm. ” ^ taown as the R^e WoKeever or the 

Thty trapi 0 yQ^ eome jgc e . 

train and the oommon laborc " e " 00dB '<® th® mlU and on the 

labprers received from *>.50 to „.«> . day. 





*° £°Pa grcf and Industry,S.O S 

Spice lujjj^q. Company #2 

Having partially finished on the Fast side of the Oreenbrier 
RiV<>r the y decided to buy timber on the west side of the river their 
tr «in making daily tripe up the C 4 0 line to Mill Run and up Mill Run 
crossing te state Road on a spur of Droop Mountain about 1$ miles below 
Hillsboro thence up and across Caesar Mountain to Bruffeys Creek and to 

lobelia and ^ reek tQ the head or to t* Cherry River Cutting, ttty 

boun-h-fr +4 _ • 


^bt timber from the following, 

„ ( Location) 

«ancy r and G>H Dean _ Ne&T Lobelia— 


A-M4 J.M Simmons 
A-D.W Hill 
i dwia L Beard 
G-tfF&l'ary H Hill 
J*C Kinnison 

4 L.M Bobbett 
J*L & Sarah V Clows* 
A-X & net a J Hill 
4 Azlia Anderson 


Rush Run 
Droop Mt. 

Cherry River 
Near Lobeha 

Bruffeys Creek 4 Hillsfi^eek 
Hill8*&eek 




George 4 Mary E Sutton-Hear Lobelia 


4 Arninda V Cutlip — Droop Mountain 

L - c 4 T.C McMillion-Hills&reek 

Allen 4 fl.C Spinks ** ^ 


J.* Dwyer-Bruffeys And Hills^eek 

R.M 4 Ella Bruffey-Hills^reek 

W.7a Pulp And Paper Co- •• and Spice Run 

0.14 Flrence Hull 11 

W.D 4 Bessie Morrison - Rush Run 

' 1 Rachel Klnnlson — Bruffeys Creek 

1 u UBT y 1 Hodges- Hlllsfeeek 

J 4 Rebecca May - Loouet Creek 

P.H 4 Lula R Mdulty - Bruffeys C ree k 
(.4 « lu V Spark, — „ U8h Run 

Bailie H Roger.__ ,, 

John 0 A Uisabeth Be ar<1 


Ke.r Hillsboro 4 Caesar Mt• 


/ 


Conraeroe And Industry —l 
Lumbe r Co^ #3 




Pocahontas 


W.W A H.V Beard-Caesar Ut. 

Mary B Coulter-Hear Spice Run. 

Samuel A Luoy Sheets -Droop Mt. 

Warn Lumber Co_Bruffeya A Hlllacreek. 


W.R A Florence McCoy _Bruffeya Creek. 

J.M.L A Georgie Vaughn -Hillsoreek. 
O.B A Iberia Hill.— '• 

3.J A Ada Payne " 

George A.Klnnieon (land) 


Andy Carter — Caesar Mt. 

D.H Kinnieon - Bruffeya Creek. 

Mary C Morrison - Rush Run . 

O.A Kinnieon - Bruffeya Creek. 

J.W Roderick -Near the mouth of Spice Run 

I.M Arbogast -A 

Nathaniel Hollandsworth - Bruffeya Creek. 

And RighV of*.Way from tie following. 

J.M A R.H Cutlip. 

G.C A Georgia Beard. 

S.C A Minnie Dean. 

J.T A Mary H Brock. 

J.L Mcieel 

M.L A llizabeth Beard. 

Illla A Sallie 1 McCarty. 

J.V Kinnieon 

V.R A W.B Williams. 

J.F a Zla J Darnell. 

Georg* F A Nevada 8 Alderman. 



1 dvl& Moor*. 

.• Ncn**l the W.H Callloon farm. 

Tb* cutting and ekiddlng noa aoatly don® by contraotora and th« foil- 
awttkt oontracta-8aa Dean of Lobelia had (I) team and(3) ■•n»CrookWt 

f. c »« alao of Lobelia had (I) tram and (4) mm,George D**n of near lobollm 



And Induetry-s.c .3 Hlu. b . PO> . 

W" '_e- 4 -p D „„ _ ^ " Va. Pocahontas Co. 

-Spioe Run Lumber Company_ # 4 _ 

had (3) tearns and 10 men,I n _ *■ _ _ 

lutter of near Lobelia had 5 teams and 12 men, 
Nathaniel Hollandeworth had 1 c *.*. ’ 

a naa lrom 3 to 5 teams and fcrom 10 to 15 men.each 

of these men had camps for the m e n and built stables for their horses.and 
besides the company had 3 Scamps operating just one at a time one was at 
the Dean Hollow on the main Hills Creek,one at John Eagles,and the other 
at Spruce Run, 12 teams and 50 men were used at these camps with the follo¬ 
wing men as boss 0 | n 5 0 ^j t fore^a^,N|t^aniel^ollgndsworth,Toney Kershner, 

Remus Rogers all of Pocahontas County and John Ro®sie of Greenbrier Co. 

Charles B Larue was blacksmith he being of Hillsboro .and Dr karvin C Smith 
also f Hillsboro was the Veterinary in charge of the horses when they got 
sick or crippled and needed medical taftitment. 

Tom Snyder was general superintendant for a while and Lovic Vaughn of 
Lobelia and George Dolan of Millpoint were foreman of the improvement gang.| 
At each of the company camps you found a ttiN store so the men could 
get tobacco and clothing without coming out to Spice Run. 

Mrs Georgia Vaughn run a private boarding house that took care of some 
of the men and especially the foremans and their wives and the General Sup- j 
erintendant and other officials of the company ate there. /i Lo6*'i>A> 

Accidents occurring on this operation were Archie Taylor of Renick,W.Va| 
a section hand being run over by a train, and Romey Dorman of Beard y^{^/a 
brakesman on the train was crushed to death by a log that rolled from one 
of te train flat cars. 

nhen they were running steady they cut something like 70O thousand 
a month and the best information I was able to get they cut in the neigh¬ 
borhood of 100 million during their operations at Spice Run asthey cut over 
In the neighborhood of 23,000 acres this was on the last side of the Gree- 
-. rier River and what they operated on and near CaeBar lit, Bruffeys and Hills| 
and upto the cherry River Cuttings at the head of Hills Creek. 

Robert 8 Larue of Hillsboro was store man in the company store at 
Spice Run. 

..• la operation furnished employment to scores of woodsmen from this 
county as »«11 na the surrounding counties and the little lumber town 
.t conentej the aurplua farm products from the farmers in that 



T&* And Industry s „ , ' 

> ' s Pi«_Hun Luab « r '- S -°• S ~" lx i r/.° Poc^onU. co. 

,,f<‘cn »nd from - 

fl< j moved out thle ' B ° oro and Droop Mountain and when they finished 
4 .. Ertatly mlBsed by the farmers and the county in 

frn rral reit the affc c t a 

* nnf - as we H as tt other business establishments as this 

*"• one of Pocahontas count-. , 

unt Y 8 larger lumber operations • 

Clarence Ne S bit „ 

or ” Y • and PA. was loaderman and R R foreman,and 

John Coffman was one n-r +v 

of the engineers,he is now 74 years old and he tells 

o' the 4 &8 f ° ll0wed w °ods work for 43 years and that from 27 to 30 years 
ineer ^ s P e nt in Pocahontas County and mostly as a Locomotive eng— 

C WOrked on some 0 f Pocahontas County«s leading and larger tim- 
ope rat ins. Homer Painter,Roy Shope,and Mott Gladwell were also engin- 
_ as wen a8 Heaston Knapp v/ho was engineer,fireman and brakesman. 

-Hl.e r 7.ise man wa8 Saw filer &nd eawyer for a time, Floyd Loveilace was 
also sawyer for a time. 

The two locomotives were brought to Sjice Run from Bemis, W ,Va A 
bought from The Wheeler Lumber Co, who had finished up at Bemis. 


Upon my visit to Spice Run the scene of this operation I only fo¬ 
und 2 houses standing out of the 25 originally built there Mrs Blanche 
Dorman the widow of Romey Dorman that was killed on this qeration lives 
in one of these houses and the other rented to different people at dif¬ 
ferent times as it is generally rented to the renter of the farm and 
now rentei to Idith Callahan.The R r steel was mostly leased from the c A 
0 and was taken up and returned to them,the mill and machinery was shi¬ 
pped to Spring Creek and put in qfration the#. 

They owned something like 13 000 acres on the last side of the 


Creenbrie-River apd today the Government owns that,but the Spice Run Lum¬ 
ber Company still owns 200 acres on the west side where the mill set 
where all the houses we r e built.This operation finished up in 1925 . 

nfor— tlon-^° fc Cochran—Beard.’.Y,Va. (Laborer on this operation) 

blanche Dorman— • • 11 (Widow of a train man) 

inter* Cochran-• ■ 11 (Blacksmith on the job) 

Lovlc Vaughn- Hill ofcro ( 8ect **1 Foreman) 

f.’ft.ik Knapp ——Denmar. '• (Lumber Piler) 

0 Coff “»»-kariinton, " (Engineer) 

•*t:. i». onandu»orth-3pice, n (Bose and Contractor) 

Court Record* karhnton,W,Va. 
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H illsboro, W.Va 
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American 8fllum$pAnd Lumber Company 
The American Columtfand Lumber Company of St. Albans 
kr - W Stark of that city Supt and general manager came to 


?< 


tyiite a little lumber town grew up at Buckeye station 


\ 


vrcd < tae Count F °° the quest of timber and was informed that the 
lint iC br °ther 8 namely Zithxax, Locked Gepggfi^of Buckeye, Mar- 
°n and Charleston respectively had a tract for sale . 
shioh They bought this boundry of timber for $40.000.oo 

Proved to have 34 million feet on it . 
e r t They contracted the manufacturing of this timto- 

Sanawah Lf^ h3lemew brothers namely George and Samuel of Cedar Grove 
close ’ Bartholemews had a single band mill which they set 

Cat * ae Buckeye station of the C & 0 railroad this timber was lo- 
kcOli t° n CaVe Crepk > Bucks Run, Dry Creek and the head waters of 
Fg ntic Run on Mcciintic homestead, there was approximately 700 acr- 
pf of thl e timber both hard and soft wood. The boundary run by the 
-nacle Rocks, thence to the Billie Sod thence to the Campbell Lumber 

^°~pany .cuttings, then running with the farms of the following Hannah 
'oV L-A Hefner, M.J McNeill, LR Overholt, William C McNeill, 
w n Gay, m. Fleming, a and H, Shelton, N,C Rogers, D. A McNeill,and 
^eper Auldridge. 

V° _ 

The mill was set railroad tracks were laid up Swago < - 

tbe timber and everything made ready to start operation they 
J 0 ., l0C0 ^ 0tives and a 6-fcea - m loader these were put on the tracks and 1 
^7 -a us* - of iron cables and steel drums they were able to take the two 

^.--or.tives and the steam log loader across the Greenbrier River not far 

lllZ St ?\ lon this was very dangerous task as they were heavy but 

rr Aaaded safely on the opposite side of the river. * 

About 100 men were used on the mill, in the woods and 

.* ' raia the c o®®on laborers were paid from $§ to $4 a day. J. F Mills. 

tf Charleston, took the contract to do the skid ding he worked a while made 

.iatoro * ® commodities of the Swago Community namely eggs, //> 

T r'hr.r<l in numb^r? n The f churoh f8 ' Thft 8choole f °rollraent was jl 
, , rothrr tn , Church Was greatly benefitted as Rev. 

: Vr • r.d ‘‘.nifty School I5d D?JaShl 0nirW8 a rftlrPd Presbyte- 
c 1 attendance. George B P rtholJmew^sfsTe^ ln thf aftrr " 







American Column And Lumber Co- 8.0.Smith- 

ahontae ,0o. Hillsboro, 17. Va. 

Chapter Seven. 

with the Sunday School .These new comers with the help and assi¬ 

stance of looal talent raised the morall of Swago Community. 

k large percent of the people living in this little lum¬ 
ber town were tax payers thereby helping run our schools and to the 
support of our county government , which was greatly missed when they 
finished up and moved away. 

The lumber was graded and shipped out as fast as th ey 
received orders for it to go to different parts of the country besides 
what was sold locally. Bartholomews finished up sawing: in the spring 
of 1917,the dorrs sold out and quit business most of the families moved 
out to find employment elsewhere but for several years some of these 

^houses were occupied but today there is no trace of this operation as 
thelocation where the mill set is being farmed by John Buckley the orraer 
of the mill 6ite then and today.Pocahontas County was rich in natural 
resourses but the greatest was her timber which left payrools in each 
section of the county which helped it develop other resourses but chi¬ 
efly coal,htt quite an area of this once wooded area has been cleared 
up pat in grass that affords abundance of pasture for cattle and sheep 
which theffc-mers sell to make a living since the timber has all been out. 

Informat ion. George Bartholomew-H-illsboro ,W , Va. 

Court records.-Marlinton.W,Va. 

A.W.McNeill. Buckeye .W.Va. 

J.L.Howard. Buckeye.W.Va. 


Po« 



Vfr a: V'.rri V is 7?r i t c c c * Pro jo ct 

;<esjJA*ch identification report 


* >ct 

v- Q^e xc § -&^_Indus t r y . Lumber — 




ch Vori *r _S.C Smith 


Date L/4/4I_ 

Dp.to Hsrsarck Taken 


^»- s - 8^S_Smith_ Date T^d _l/S/4j_ 

o'ohn c iJcNem.Buckeye. T 7 .Va. x^-'.23<>. 

■ -■■rce G.rreston koore.iiarlinton.iT.Va.. . -V>'- 

"Couat -RBBorar.--*-»- ' I l S f * led -*£—'■ " 

<*<< 






Commerce And Industry.S.G Smith Hillsboro. - ?.' .Va.Pocahontas Co. 

- Lumber- 

In 1915 Paul Golden of Marlinton Trent into the lumber business 
and hie first operations were on Clover Creek near cioverlick an 
Browns Creek but this operation was on Spruce Flats near Buck y » ^ 

bought a 90 acre boundary of timber from Bessie and ^ 

tv? Marshall >McGraw land. 

ete for §1. 000. 00 this tract was formally the .ar 

»>«.. «PW.. rw ... «->-» 

^er frank Jordon and 

had e cirouiar mui to d ° the -r c :ii;i -d 

summte Galford of Woodrow on Laor operation 

~ .ad a - a ^ and -- the - ^ ^ ^ _ 

finished up in 15 and it was foun ever he co uld 

wagoned out to Buokeye and Clinton for ehrp^n V a. 

get an order for °° lden ^ *° " 

line on Allegheny Mountain. 

Information-John C McNeill. 3uckeye.7!.Va. 

G.Preston Moore, uarlinton. •• .Va. 


Court Records. 


1 1 
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•TIKlCATIOr REPORT 


‘ ’ 1 * <c c tCoxn €Jpe An d Indu st ryl __ _ 

:etrc!. VorJ.er sq^ j^eV. CL Smith_ 


Date j/7/tl_ 


Date Research Taken 1 . 


Dvpiat Saznuf l G, Smith_ 

"-rce Thomas Hause , Euckeye. V7. Va^ 

Court Records.1/arlinton. W.Va. 


Da ie T^rped 
Date Filed 


3/7/M 






merce And Industry £* ^ 1 

/•waeuei G S-itb Hillsboro. ~.Va.Pocahontas County 

Saul Solder n-f . 

_. 1 Unton bought a tract of tlater from S• Vc. Di 

/ ly and 3iraie o hi 8 wi-Pa 

located n ear cioverlick ard containing 81 acre*. 

den had a circular mi n „ „ 

end did bis own skidding. 

/ V r3on and 2ert Roberts of larlinton were sawyers and A.A Rue- 

jeer,I-s.ace _rindle and J.L Jackson of Buckeye Cut the timber and when they 
bad finished up it was found they had sawed 60 Q.C 00 which was wagoned to 01- 
jverlick and shipped out over the c A 0 . 

Golden also operated a tract of 319 acres that he bought tram R.H A 
ntie Dudley who lived in Agust County 7a.tut the tiaber was on rlover QVM) 
i adjoining the lands of the following t.2 .ah.j.j Coyner.ldgar Dillsy 
i the Clover Creek Cattle Co. 


,1 


...is set cut out 9 00.000 and w® skidded by Golden and sawed by Robe- 
£nd Anderson but cut by Ca.-cron end Zenp uteks. 

Golden also bought timber from the following the llllaa P Hogeett 
£ r on Browns Creek. a tract fron Thomey Creek Luster Co. In Huntersville 
rict. 


Upon completion of his timber holdings Golden eold his mill to Jaaes 

;ess . 


Information- Thomas Hause.Buckeye.2.7a. 

Court Records .iiarlirton. H. 7a. 
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SlITIFICATlOr KEPORT 


-( Commerce_&__lndu_stry_._Lu^5££... 
hcar.nrr/iL Worher fla.muel Q__ S mith. _ 


Date 2/2S/^I_ 

Date Research Talren .2/21/41 


Tvpin' gamixel (5.Smith_ 

Co-rr f : p qc fi fr o nt as _T i me s ^Mar_lint on_^V» 


Date Typed _S/ 2 B/ 4 -I_— 

^^ 3 < 5 ^ x 

.VaJfcte Filed _ /V_— 

I* £//„ 5 




1 

And Industry. 8amuel c Smith Hillsboro. 77.Va.Pocahontas Co. 

^ N^il sold to the Raine Lumber Co.the saw mill,railroad, 
houses and so forth,this was a band mill for $ 230. 000.00 
v.&nc A erred some 3 . 000 acres of timber in in the Huntersville and 
! ® bAnk district .This operation was at Clover Lick.The railroad was built 
nure- Hun and Thomas Creek and passes over the divide to tie waters of 
ny Creek. Joe Rain of the Rain Lumber Co. in charge,he is the son of Tho- 
.-.air.e and represents the second generation of a very important lumber 
ly froa Pennsylvania. . - 

The revinue stamps on the deed amounted to $ 230. 00 a good deal of 
rinser conveyed lies on the road between Huntersville and Dunmore and is 
i .1 known forest. (Now seneca State Forest 1 or a part of it. ) 

Taken from Pocahontas Times.By price. Marlinton.W.Va. 



\Jetii V'.rri rlr 7'rJtcrc ‘ Pro<oct 

UES.J.WV i:rji;riFi3ATior report 


(jf&C.s tv sfc- ~ • , 

:>ctOqmmerce And Industry (Lumber ) Date J2/2$/40_ 

“ch >/or’:erQ t Q Wraith _ Date Research TahenPeo. 21,23 >24 1 26/4 0 


Res#* 


S-.GSmith 


Date Typed Deo. 27/ 40 


' '--ce Henry_Kin Cade .Beard,W;._Va_._ Date Filed 

Court Records.Mariintou.W.Va. 
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Commerce And Indus -XT'-" 

Th« Maryland Lumber ^oip*=. 

oe nMTWW*» “ 4 c “* “ P ° 

Itt 1310 — B ' a fr °° • st ^ aggregating oe.r 17.000 

ntae County and bought tliber ls^- s a ' Wilson Lumber Company 

7mm Thfi Cha-bl^ " uouu 
acres,of this 1653** wan bought fro 

.rot 000.00 this land aae located on Old- 

of i-lkins for which was paid 

. farm for the mill alt* taown 

ham and Lauxei Rune,a tract or rata 

T . Qums and husband ace rag® 

as the Rankin farm and purchased fron ^ 

. T t, B eard of Beard,another tract 

178 and a small boundary from J*" B ** 

. v; acres deeded by. A. D Williams 

acres from L.S and Effie Cochran, and a 

commiseioner of school lands. 

The men that were in the Maryland Lumber Company -ere the fol¬ 
lowing* resident * Manager J.A Dennison, Secretary S.t So-ra.Treae.John 
O.Emst all of Hagerstown,Md.andTice President D.3 McHltt of Lewistown 
p a .The company waa a Corporation and the stock sold mostly in and around 
Hagerstown but some stock was sold in Pa.Va.A W.Va. 

This operation started in May 1910 the mill was set between the 
r_r flnd the Greenbrier River in. the bottom of The Rankin Farm, this was 


a double band mill.They, erected 25 dwelling houses for the men and the¬ 
ir families a boarding house and a Company Store Claude Dennison was 
store man and Post liaster at Denmar.A bridge was built across the river 
to the main tract of timber which layed on Laurel and Oldham Run whioh 
was surveyed by George W Dunoan of Marlinton but an^ old survey gave 
tb* following calls t'jhis was the in I904,^tarting with the old McCl- 
anahan survey and the lands of J.R Droney by the 7/orkman field by a 
branch of Klnnison Run to the John Kenioon tract and cornering with 
H.C Barr and with J.R Droney to Island Lick Run to peels Run south to 


Commerce And Industry. 3.0 Smith .Hillsboro ,*.Va. Pocahontas Co. 
- The ’Maryland Lumber Coapsny- Page 2— 
the Poage piece to the creek to the corners of McClanahan and Ja»e 8 Sw¬ 
an Survey in The 3 e a verlick Mountains to the Rider land then with the 


McClanahan survey to the see Trough^ Snob crossing Oldhaa Run,to Josh¬ 
ua Run,to Wolf Lick Run.The Sherwood Tract started with the ucClanahan 
survey taking in the John Burr tract,and another tract known as the 
Robert Burnside tract and joining the McTonahan and James Swan survey 
including Mill Run.This land was conveyed to Chaffey Wilson Lumber Co. 
of I lkinfl by John T licoraw torch 10,19 <9 and deeded to The Maryland Lu¬ 
mber Co. by Richard Chaffey Frea.of Chaffy Wll.on Lumber Co.of lltin.. 
TV.7a.This land was all laying on the last aide ot the Greenbrier Hirer. 

Hall road track was layed from the mill up Oldham and Laurel 
RunS/on which they ran 3 engines dally as they had 2 Climax engines and 
a Shay,they had 2 6team_loadere and used 10 t eams o r 20 head of horses 
in the skidding,Jake Carey was Woods Superintendent he was originally 


from Pa. but at this time of Huntersville ,W.Va.Camps were built for the 
men and barns for the horses. Dr. Marvin Sm ithy was the Veterinary in ch¬ 
arge of the sick and crippled horses.Henry Hufford was shop,mill and 


yard foreman and Dr.Mdlwain was the Company doctor In charge. 

At the firBt of the operation they contracted the skidding to 


l.P and Cheater Hendrick but they only skidded a short time when the 
Company took it over and did the skidding themselves,Hendrick' e were 
from near Renick,T?,Va. 

J.Vance Dennison son of the Pres.lost an arm on the mill, and 
Hammond Mann of Pocahontas County was killttd by the log train. 

Some 15 Omen were employed on this operation and they sawed over 
100 ,000, 000 ftet and sold off the North last portion of this tract to 



W° " ZZ7Tr o„ tM co. 

f ™k P Kidd thc n of HU1 “ L “ bCr °— *- 3- 

by him. ° r ° and now of Be ard,W,Va. which was operated 

“ aryl8J ’ d LlU,ber °°W «««<1 aid kinds of lumber and for.many 

different purnoee« «« 4.v 

®y had a lath mill and made laths from White Pi_ 
r soft wood,and at the same time they had lumber cut for 
eke.most all their- lumber was shipped out over the C 4 0 Rail 
Road,a8 the local market was very limited* The y manufactured both hard 

and soft wood. 

Thla operation flniehed up M/i/in I9IS and was sold to the 
etate of K.Va. but they did not clean ut until 1919 when everything was 
cleaned up and moved out.All the land and buildings on the west' aide of 
the Creenbrier River naa sold to the state for a Colored Tuberculosis 
Sanitarium this was the Rankin place and the dryland Lumber Co.bulld- 
lass the boarding house was used for the hospital which was replaced 
kp the modern up-to-iate hospital built in 1937 4 33 by the ij.P.A 
the store building is now used as a Post off ice, the old mill she d is 
used to store feed and house the machinery that the state has at this 
is~.The Slue crass Land Co. bought some S , 000 acres on the left of 

" 1 ' ^ " a ' er S ° ld “ t0 the etate for reforestation the right 

- *14* Of the run was bought by The New River Coal Co-operating in 

*1 l 6 - a..d ...yett Co.this tract had approximately 9 , 000 acres in it. 

^ CMPletl<>n ° f ** unison and his son wept 

to itWvWssoa r 

ormed The Chickamauga Cedar Co in 1923 gf 

operstiag there today. 

• 3* 'Air Lum bw t rn_ 

■•ant a lot to Pocahontaa County ( 


at for c* 


** 150 »«n and a good percent of th*H 


« 




1 ^ find, at the scene of this operation some of the same bu¬ 

ildings us d by the lumber company and just above them we find a beaut¬ 
iful concrete structure *he r e the negroes of this state that have Tuber¬ 
culosis are treated and this farm is one of the better farms in this 
section of the county producing an abuncance of grains and truck crops 
that are used at the Denmar Sanitarium ,the ashes from this mill helped 

to build up this river bottom farm . 

Denmar got Hf4l it's name from the names Dennison and Maryland 
Den-mar as Dennison was the pres, of this co.and he was from Maryland# 
Thus the passing of one of Pocahontas County's larger lumber 
operations. 

Information-J.A Dennison,Stevenson,Alabama. 

Frank Knapp.Denmar.W.Va. 

Henry Kincade.Beard.ff.Va. 

Court Rec ords. Liar lint on. 17.Va. 





V'ec . Vir^Snir 7?ri tcrs ' Product 
imz.j.'Roi 1 irsin’iKiGATior import 


: - ret Coffiagree & Industry.Lumber Date I/II/ 4I__ 

J.I l£oore Lum.Co. 

VorierS.G Smith __ Date Research Taken _ 


Tyyisi 8.G Smith _ __ Date Typed _ 

Sidney licCoy. Beard.W.Va. 
w- o-ce aesufl Cu tlip. 1 1 1 1 Date Filed _ 

I.E Call is on. Llarl inton. W.Va. 

Court Records. 11 11 

Obtained part of this information some time 



enough to send in until this time 
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The J.l i/oorc Lumber Company. | 

In 1910 J.l Moore 0 f Virginia bought the T.’illiam H Calliaon 
farm from from Q .8 and L.F Calliaon hie aonB for $ 26 . 000. 00the farm 1 

contained 65 0 acres and another tracy^from Martha I May for $13 , 000. 00 1 

this land is on Locust Creek and It V was here that Moore eet his cir- 1 
cular mill,they built a camp and boarding house for the men. Harry 
Sweetwood was looked after the skidding which was done by 3 teams of tfatlP 
and 3 yoke of oxen. 

A tram road- was,b uilt f rom mill down Locust Creek to the 
C 4 0 Railroad at whatls known as Locust which is a flag atop ,but 
had a siding at that time, this was a narrow gauge track and they had 
a small Clime* engine that pulled the trucks on which the lumber was 
hauled to be loaded on flight cars of the c & 0 of the Greenbrier 


division for shipment to many different places. 

This operation finished up in 1912 and moved out. 
Informatin- Sidney McCoy.Eeard.W,Va. 

Remus CutMp. • • * • 

I.E Calllson Marllnton.W,Va. 

Court Records. " ' 1 


Right of Way was gotten from W.W McCoy -J.M Cutlip and J.F May of Beard 
J.S lioBeel of Hillsboro. Tftjt 

vwtiMWHimnrnirfimwmtWiimiiTtiftiniimimmm 

tffflfjMw mi mi mw/m rtt/wrvi 

..*e May land and timber was formerly owned by George and Maude 

° f Hlllnboro .T he m111 wio set on the William H Calllson 
fcr* and better known as the Bwtttwood f« rm . 


Samuel C. Smith 
Hillsboro, W. Va. 

MIDDLE-FORK DRIVING COMPANY 

In 1895 Withrow UcClintic of ouckeye, Pocahontas County, 
than a farmer and stock buyer, took a contract from the Gauley Lum¬ 
ber Company, of Camden, now known as Camden-on-Gauley, to cut, skid 
®nd drive to Camden the timber on some 3000 to 4000 acres located on 
the Middle Fork of Williams River. 

They cut the timber, ran it down a slide to the Middle 
Fork of Williams Fiver, and from there into Gauley River that car¬ 
ried the logs to Camden-on-Gauley. Splash dams were constructed in 
Williams river to gather a tide to make high water so the logs would 

carry over shallow water. These dams were built of logs and rein- 
the crib 

forced Inside^with rockj the ends of the logs were nailed together 
with iron spikes 2 to 3 feet long. In this crib were gates operat¬ 
ed by levers. 

When the water had gathered to a depth sufficient to raise 
l06 * fro * tha bottom of the river, the gates were opened and 
v-.e tide carried the logs down the river until the tide ran low and 

* l ^ 7 *° ula Bt0 > » flood came or until the dam had fill¬ 

ed to be let out again. 

t.ten the logs were piled in the river 50 to 60 feet high 

et ° rl When this happened the logs were 




- 8 - 


r 

W »nd Ml 


to looaen then U n «nd »t«rt them down the river. 

«r. UfCl 1 titlc got part of hie .uP’U.a from Roncevarte 
•nd Wlllboro, Ve. Then* w.r. brought In with wagon* dr*wn by four 
tore* Uaa, Trail mi out out e dl*teno* of 10 mil** from Sprue* 
Fl*t dose to Buckeye and Mountain Lick Run on Williams River to th* 
*«••' by wwy of Rarlow Hacking. This tr*il i» *till known ** th* 
WcCllntlc Trail. In going to th* c«unp you crossed Williams River 
*3 i'.im end 3»ulay one time, « very rough trail. , 

It took from four to five days to go to Uillboro or Ronce- 


vrrt* and bring In groceries for the camp 


and feed for the horses. 


VeCllntlc eanloyed from 35 to 45 men and used from 10 to 

It teams of horses. 

The men were nald $32.00 T>er month, with board. The work 
•*» very dangerous, especially on the slides from the log landing to 
tie river, and the driving of the logs down the river; however, the 
it serious of accidents were minor mashes, bruises and broken legs. 

• latte •«? ^ <*r thousand to cut, skid, and drive to 

River. Most of the sen were fro® Pocahontas County, but s few 
! * rr a Ireertrter County, and the State of Virginia. Part of 
'*'» *v.-ter : . t,. dor* to Cowea. 

■r. MeCllntlc did not get to finish the Job due to trouble - 
• tt iU jm* .j Co eay. but we* et the Job off and on for eevaa jeers. 


’ Of bis earrings uatU the Job 

over ItC.OOO. but Mr. IrCUills got only 
^ vet an sjuJ-usbi out. from till tlae si 
11 ** %1 144 r% * ■ ll ' •• Mills sf Us ‘mm tm 
'* .aunties. 



_ 



#J Jd( *lo-Fork Driving Comply 

From 1895 until his death In 1931 Withrow McClintic, 
beyond ny doubt, furnished employment to more men than any In¬ 
dividual in Pocahontas County, as he at all times employed from 
20 to 35 men at lumber manufacturing, putting out telephone poles, 
locust for pins, locust posts, mine props and any other timber he 
could find a market for. - .qgcffi 4 

Since his death several families have been forced to leave 
the community to find employment, as his oayroll meant a lot to the 
Swago community in which he lived. 

He was a large land owner, handled large numbers of sheep, 
cattle, horses and mules; therefore, he was a large tax oayer. 


(Information J. 0. Morrison, Marlinton, V/. Va. 
Tom Hause, Buckeye, ’.V. Va. 

W. G. McKeever, Buckeye.) 
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Commerce And Industry Chapter Seven— 


Limestone Lumber Company. 
County. _ *-J 


S.O Srait h 

H illsboro.W.Va; 


In 1902 Samuel Workman of Ronceverte a lumber grader took an 
option on 300 acres of timber on Williams River taking in Little Spruce 
Knob and Days Run and owned by Alvin Clark of Hillsboro. Workman had 
the dced aiade to t he Campbells Creek Coal Co. of Fayette Co, this deed 


Was si £ned by Alvin Clark, Blanche Sydenstricker,T .A Sydenstri'cker, Grace 
c - Price, Andrew Price and Cameron Clark in 1905 with 3 years to remove 
“be timber or to I90S this land and timber joined the following farms. 

C r Seard and l£ L Beard. 


This timber was mostly Spruce and H* - emlock and Mr Clark reed 
vIO 000 .00 for it. The deed was notorized by G.R Curry of Hillsboro. 

Campbells Creek Coal Co, employed the Limestone Lumber Co, to 
-S the timber they had a circular mill which was aet on Days Run the 
eerrices of 20 men were required on the mill and in the woods they used 
2 teams to do the skidding, a boarding house was built to take care of 

the men employed there. The lumber was brought out over the Campbell 
Luaber CoH .R . 


Thl. operation finished up in I90S and moved out thl. land 

oiay !• OWT.rd fcy the fj.3 Govrr 

Government and a part of the vast Gov.holding. 

Xllllass ?U + r bought up by them 

P uy them for reforestation purpose.. 

I cf oraaUon - - • -Calvin Price i-.rllnton » V. 

Court Reoord. • • it 

J 0 korri.on 


A u cNeill Buckeye. W 
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, Cona * rce Industry, 1 5 s=dtb Hillsboro.v.rw.FocwhoatM Co. 1 

In *^b*x on tie V1UUB 0 Her 

ft*** no* owned by C.M Hook, the circular *111 *® s©t la «»• MT th * * cC ~ 
Iun e residence and ready f or cp er*tlcn. 

/ The skidding *as done by FcCluae and Rummel.Jofcn And Clol«r Sylvw of 

Stamping Creek,the cutting was done by Prim* Diliey *= d Joha 01 n««r,tbe saw¬ 
yer *ae Henry Overholt .C.Hunter lee worked on the *111 and lv«rett Hefner was 
teamster for McCllntic in hauling the lumber away and bringing In supplies 
for the camp.Host of this lumber ■» sold locally. 

Information- d.E Ruckman.L'illpolnt . 1 . 7 *. 

XI _0eorge_81*a°no.H111eboro. ..7a. ___——— 

. . From about 1590 to 92 or 93 Withrow McCllntic was operating on Wil¬ 
liams River and on® set was near where the Burgess barn stud this timb*wa© 
bought from William T Beard of the Levels, he had snother set near the head 
of Days Run this was bought from Alvin Clark elso of the Levels and it was 
tt this set that McCllntic used the first steam engine to rua^hlsji^l^th^is 
was about 1590. v*'*'"’ 

Another set was on the william T Beard farm and Just beyond wher* 
Emery Miller now lives,this set was mostly Cherry end Ash,h e bought on© 
acre from Alvin Clark of s pruce and from this acre they sawed 110. 000 feet 
or a record per acre. 

McCllntic moved in on the Hunt McCllntic farm end set up on© set w* 
r.ear the Hunt house and the other set was in Buckeye Hollow these two s©ti 
were sev;ed for Hunter McCllntic and in all these operations on Williams 
River Henry Overholt was the sawyer. 

This lumber was all wagoned or sledded to Buckeye and rafted down 
Greenbrier to Ronceverte. ~ 

Informat ion. George Simmons. Hillsboro. W.Va. 

lllie Mckeever.Buckeye.v/.va. 
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/ ^Icommfrcc And Industry,S.O Smith Hillsboro,W,Va.Pocahontas County. 

- Whip Sow Operations- 

In IS 70 Nathaniel and Davidson Arthurs of Webster County came 
to Pocnhontas County and sawed lumber with what was known as a^-Thtp. 

Saw, they operated mainly on Spruce Flats And on Beaver Dam. 

A whip Saw is about 8 feet long, with more thickness than 
088 Cut Saw ,had two handies on each end straight across inst 
up and down so they could be run by both hancfcA pit was dug out 

nan to stand in while a Scaffold was built for the other man 

on ,the logs being placed on the scaffold on a level so they were eas 

ily rolled in place. 300 feet was considered a good day B/Wtt /cutting 

with the Whip Saw. 

They sawed lumber for Jake Simmons on Spruce Flats that was 
used for flooring it was mainly C herry,a lso thB lumber that built the 
Ike house that is near Downey Run on Williams River,the land now HMJ 
apart of the kcClintic fans. 

Nathaniel married Hiza Beverage,dau$fcer of pete Beverage of 
the head of Dry Creek and near the divide between Stony Creek and the 
ifiJtt/c reek.side. 

Upon compietin of their qf rat ions in Pocahontas County the two 
brother* and Nathaniels wife went back to Webster County ,Nathaniel and 


:.!■ wife locating at Grassey Creek in Webster. 

Thue the passing of one of our first and crudest lumber oper¬ 
ation* in Pocahontw County. 

jaforsation--John B BucfcUy Buckeye ,v 7 

Villi* 0 McXccvcr t* •• 

A.V VcScih •• m 

fancy Ann fc**ill •• " 


Tl ., ler of Tucker County tmtm to Pocebont*. County 

In 1908 John Paco arid John Luzior 

* nd bought tho t lniior off of aoua 400 acre*. 

Thiw was principally red oak end sane white 

On. tract of this timber of approximately 200 ecre. ~ p-cha^i fro. John 
_ J«v.^ on the right prong of Dry Creek a tributary of ^go Cr~k and not far 
from Buckeye, Poet office and C&O Railroad, close the divide tecween Dry Creek and 

Stony Creek. 

The other tract of approximately 200 acrea was purckwed £ro D-iel Adkiacm 
•lao of Buckeye and located on the left prong of Dry Cre* but - the aide of the 

mountain leading to Williams River. 

They first set their mill on the Beverage farm the trees acre cot and skidded 
to the mill which was a single band, there the logs were eut is length® fro* 18 
Inches to 30 inches set on end and quarter sawed in to Inch lobar to be used for 


chair backs which were shipped mostly to Philadelphia, Pa. and Baltimore, lid. to 
furniture factories. 

They finished this set up in 1910 and moved to the Jttl*oa far* and set their 
mill in Camp Secret Hollow, on the Adkison farm. 

This land was . ery rough the skidding was very hard as they would have to skid 
the logs a short distance, cut loose from them and roll them over high cliffs of 
rack* and again h ok the horses to the trail of logs and finally get then to the 
mill and cut them into chair backs mostly 22 inches long md 1 txh thick so 
■hen they were surfaced they were 3/4 inch thick, this oak took e hi^h finish and 
sold from $a9.00 to 5140.00 per thousand at the furniture factories. 

This c hair bacj c_timber was taken by sled or wagon to be os cars et 

p.ccrje w.Mch is a stop &n the C&O Railroad of the Greenbrier Hvisic 

Pace ard Luzler employed 8 to 10 men in the woods and on the Bill, .a greeter 
jart of t-.s help t..oy brought from their haute county of Ibcksr. but a pert of the 



Pocahontas County 


P.T roll w. . p „ nt 

■*■7 in Pocahontaa County and mostly at Bucksye, where thera 

2 ° r 3 stores but this opemtlon did not add to the growth 
of Swsgo Community. or,- 

aowaver, the payroll helped greatly in soma way or other aa 

the taxes they rai/i k i J 

* neiped run our schools and oar county affairs. 

i paid #1.25 per thousand for cutting the timber and from #1.50 to #2.25 

ther labor they finished up cutting the chair backs in 1912 but cut other 

from logs not suitable for furniture for about a year and finished up and 

moved out in ion ._ a * 

J.a-L.5 to some other section of the state, where red oak tinfcer was 

plentiful and close to a railroad thia passed another timber operation of 

Pocahontaa County. 

Information: Austin Duncan, Buckeye, W. Vs. Earper Adkison, Marlinton, W. Ya. 

Bill Crigger, Huntersville, W. Vs. 



T <rr* 'nrt. Ibrtuctry.Pr* uel „ „ mtthl H i.llnbaro.w.T>.?ocmhonta8 Co. 

- Lumber- 

Charlie Calliaon moved from Cranberry to Williams River to saw for 
Hi 111am H Overholt of Hillsboro who had bought Cherry timber In the ’,71111ams 
River section, and the first set wa at the Francis McCoy place ,wlth Henry Ov- 
erholt doing the sawing and Calllson doing the skidding with two teams of horse 
and two yoke of Oxe n . and it was at this set that Moffett Cutlip of Beard lost 
his foot while working on. this mill this set was principally Cherry but some 
Spruce was sawed to be used in the construction of Rafts to raft the lumber to 


Ronceverte. 


The second set was at the Mitchell Gordon place on leaver Dam, the th¬ 
ird set was on. the Hunter McClintlc place the timber having been, bought from 


McClintic. 


The fourth set waa at Jacob (Jake ) Simmons plaoe on Spruce Flats 
this wan logged by Hamp Galford and Hunter McClintia both of near Bucley.e and 
all sawed by Henry Overholt and was mostly Cherry but they sawed some mixed st — 
.'ff for farmers of that section. 

This lumber was wagoned or brought by sled to 3uckeye and there the 
rafts were made from the spruce that carried the lumber to Ronceverte where it 


was shipped to all parts of the mount ry,.This took place in I$9r & 92 . 


In IS93 Callison moved his mill to Locust Creek aid set it on Trump Ru 


to saw the poplar from the William Callison farm that had been bought tyy Wil¬ 


liam H Overholt however about 9 Cl 000 feet of this was rafted to Ronceverte in 


the log and IIQ.000 feet was sawed by Henry Overholt as sawyer for Callison at 
this set,come of the logs rafted had 1.600 feet in them. 


This was skidded by Charlie Callison and his brother Thomas did the 


xoklag at the camp. 

:z.f-rsat lor.. Henry Overholt .Mar Unton. W.Va. 


G.H Simmons.Hillsboro.1.Fa. 
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Sf- Commerce And Indu.tr,-8.0 Smith .H -- 

f^rtonta. Count,. 7 Campbell Lumber Company- 

"in Tiojr”, and Ja»e. cwtpb.il of O.»drop Pa. and , ohn 
0f SMthport.Pa. can. to Pocahonta. Co. to bu, timber. They located on 
River «, succeeded In buying the timber of some 16.000 wire. 
et «‘lng at whet 1. known a. Woodrow going down Laurel Creek to Wlllla- 
“• River then back up the river by the meadows, r Dutch Bottom. Black 
fountain to KtLlck Hun and t o the Barlow Hacking which Is oo the divi¬ 
de between Cranberry and Williams River, and extending to the HI* Rocks 
on the Stamping Creek side. 

They were incorporated in 1903 and charter issued by 
Sec. of state T?m v. ,Q. Dawson, authorized Capital stock of $300,000.00 
in this Counjjj^ywere T.W»James an d John Campbell and M.J Sweeney all of 


The millsite selected was at what is iow Caapbelltown 
on route 219 and just across t he Greenbrier River from the C&O R.R 
they had a single band mill which was set at tths location, t hey built 
about 35 dwelling houses a large boarding house and a large store, Rail¬ 
road tracks were held from ^ampbelltown up Stony Creek to Woodrow down 
Laurel Creek to "illlams River t hen up the river to Dut ch 5ottom " ’and 
above to lit LickRin .They h ad^ lo comotives an d 2 l oaders the R.R was 

mostly built by Italians this was standard gauge track . 

*~^***^ 7very thing wa 6 made ready for operation their first camp 

#2 was Just below the late Jim Tfoite homestead and now owned by Andrew 
\ alford on Laurel Creek camp #3 was at Laurel Creek Bridge jh at 

the keadows where Fred Oalford now lives #5 just above #4 #6 dose t ■ 

* * ' 

Black kt Run #7 at IXitch Bottom #6 near Barlow H acking #9 at lit. Lio 
R-jn near t he a gh Rocka or a total of & camps on the entire operation. 
Their B.R went by tfcr n aae of karlinton and Camden R.JI. 

Th, .MMdta, ... door »«„ hor .„ 


c 


and as h igh 


to 


prospective he 




» S' C.L.Co. Pa _ p B.0.8. Po«.Co 

W]r* rTt u eed at c:ir tin,* - F ^t * «. truaa.and thear were fine horarn 
/ ''coating SU 50.00 to SjofoTjS^tjS Jra».Jacob^Cogar of lidray .bote 

/ V.rllnton was bam boa. f ro » I9o5 toX9X* » iB J ob waB taklng ° f ^ 

borers the duet forcrd Mr.Cogar to quit this Job and he went to outting 
timber,hr was succeed by H arper Turn pr of Lobelia ca^nugbe. r ■?!? £ *** 
burned with quite a loss ae they lc^ttwo car loads of hay an 
of oats.The skidding was very dangerous as they crippled lots of horses 
which kept a Veterinarian on the Job a good part of the time doctoring the 


sick ones and treating and doctoring the orippled ones theyhad as high a 8 
eight and ten horses in the barns at a tine with D r,M,C,Sm ith treating 
then he at that tine was at kilfcoint and now a resident of Hillsboro,W.Va 
besides the ones the Veterinary took in. to his barn to treat and care or 
and return to the camp as soon as they were able to work,these trips were 
all mad on horseback a distance of 25 to 30 miles round trip through the 


mountains but the Dr.made .the trip day or night in all kinds of weather 
crossing high water and goingj^very dangerous trails to reach the sick or 
crippled horses. 

H.G. Baxter of Pa.was general mapager , Jack Crookehanks and Lanty 
Cole of Pocahontas Co.were woodsSuperintendent and woods foreman>X .TT.Cam¬ 


pbell zm Sec,and ?r?as,and John Campbell was president of the Co. 

They had a Co ^issary at camp 4 and 7 so_t he men could get nece¬ 
ssities with out- coming ou^^F^^rrp'bell't'OT^r'each ' of’ thea* stores had a clerk. 
They cut all kinds of hard wood Spruce and Hemlock,and the best information 


1 could get they cut between 90 and 100 million feet. ' n ^ry- 
ra ST -o- ctatractfei^i=fcci^xnittlng=fGi^5i=fifi=pcr JL.j 

They jaid their men $ 1.75 per day contracted timber cutting for 


il v $ 2.50 jx cord for pealing t a n bark some of t h is bark was used 


vaally ... rest shipped to other tanneries in different sections of the U,S. 

1 l qwite a few accidents and quite a few lives were lost, 

the tue of this operation.Charlie Bush was kill ed bv a roll law / 

krye was killed by soae log trucks that got looss and 
— ^-* ^*1—1' 11^ J^caboose^jn which he waa standing .Ceoil Gal ford of Poo- 
_ ** * ralUn « tree, and an Italian working on the R.» 

f rair ... up by d ynaalte ^ rl . of w 

-—. —.- hl * body were found th# tops ^ 


50 and b0 feet high. 

They worked soar 300 men In thrfcr wooda. on the R.R ,and on the 
Prarl VoCaul(, y of p a . was the b lacksmith hr did x oat of the horae 
joeing after Quitting time or at night so the teams would lose no tin*. 
j rsmpt** 11 prober Company IIHiHHI furnished employment to not only th« men 
f j tfcat liVPd in thie territ °*y but furnished employmext to men that came «ith 

A . « n f * 0 Pocahontas Co. ^ 

M tThis was a prosperous operation and it meant a ao* 

j- and especially Ldray District where this operation took place . VThen they 

hsd finished the operation back on the Williams River they sold th 
to different people some of it was cleared up and us«i for crop gro l 

put into pasture as for years Williams River was J°*£ d LurobeT \ 

of grass most of the farms on Laurel Creek are part of the Campbell 

Co. land. They sold 2S62 acres to some stockholders ^oal^and^and Co. 
they fanned a Co. and went by the name of Pocahontas Co. Coal and Land 

ind in 1935 they sold to the U.S Government ' t ^ s ^Jranberry side or 

ne keadows on Y.illiams River taking in 31a °* t ' tbf c ?ruC e Flats or a boundary 
»rren cutting by the High Rocks and extending to . P 

! ' S0I0 acres and on this la Bladk Mt, fire tower which la used each fall during 
ire season. On this boundary you find excellent trout fishing in «*?*•£* 

' beerlg^anixals as there are bearer uork- 

ing innany sections of Willieas River theefore mila^RJver and especially 

the Caapbell lend la the sportnana paradise l/' 

Beaver Dam on Williams River got its name by Beavers being there 
-ears sgo and building dams across the streams at that time. 

Inthis section you find more of our typical mountain people 
than to any other section of the country the typical mountaineer of W.Va 

^uite a few of tie woodsman settled on riilliaas River after 
•he Campbell Lumber Co. had finished up and they are found there today 
* 2* living in crudely constructed log houses and making part of their 
living fcyfflshing.hunting trapping and digging ginsrng. 

Caspbells finished up in 1914 thus ended one of the larger 
: j.** r Gyration* of Pocahontas County. They shippedKout all the lumber 

t&d c..»«o a.l sacMnery and sold the housru and lota in Caapbelljtt^C.A 

Tester ot . sflinton^ hr rsd r. sale and sold them" to prospective home 


C,L.Co• 


Bca. Co • 


S.G.S 


ktrs and today you find «r town aboutihe as it was whm it was 

f occupied by famnlies working for the Campbell Lumber Co. There is still 
« store ,blacksmith shop ,a church, school, filling station this town 


would be larger today than it is but due to the location expansion is 
impossible as you find Stony Creek on one side and a very steep hill on 


the other therefore growth and expansion is impossible htnrarver you find 
a clean little tov/n with the population depending on employment elsewhere 

for their living. 


Information?-Lloyd Vanreenen Marlinton,W,Va. R.F.D. 

^ || II » * 

George Burgess, 

ii 11 i i 

Jacob O.Cogar, 

j.O .Morrison JJ \ t 
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iJohrcnsm- 


Referrinc to 


“■SanrcrisTil~ 

- Sr parate sheet for each sub jo ct, Omit nil formalities. For office letters only- 

in tMp report. 1 Paid ihnt thin mill rnp h«l*nvpd 
to t'pve Vo °n v uilt hy Josinh Beard, hut rlnce then 
I i*ind in Will Book No. 1 pope 239, Greenbrier 
County, John Benrds "'ill in rhich he "’ills the 
nill to his son Josich. 

The v-iii is anted Un, 11, 1808, and rends in 
pRrt "* ^quenth to a z s on Jorjrh -lion he ..nr... .. 

— 5 the locust Cr3eF> lB ntntlon ena miiaJ i teEU j 
bequeath the rent of the Locust Greet plantation 
and the .ills till Josin.h cone to age and the none, 
arising from the sale of the place o n the head of 

3r; r:m rJ,a nlED c - i>«rt of Knob place to be 

equall, divide 1 nnongst all n , daughters." 

• - -o frico's distor, John Beard r E s 
Pioneer Board of the Greenbrier Valiev and 

- m* hie hone in Greenbrier he ov,uoa\rnd 8 

^ JWntM * * — t0 the vane, around 17,0 

£ «•* * MO*. « ,,, el m * 

r . " ’* v, ° na-rt run 
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^otimtrcc And industry. Same 1 0 Smith .HI llsboro. v. . V& .Po cehontue Co ^1 
f St. Inwrenee Boom And "fg.Co. started buying white P i n c timber in 


J 


'“ as Cov *nty in iS74,this tract was bought from the Greenbrier Lumber Co. 
-0.000.00 and comprized 2, IS5 acres and laying on Sitlington Creek, Dt Cr 

Oreek,peters u+ 

*«.and Greenbrier River running with the lines of Isaac lioore 4 \ 


• arv.ick and with the road to Greenback and the Sulphur Spring and «xt- 


C *0 the lower end of Browns lit.some of this timber was located on Little 


k#In IS ^ S they bou & ht a small tract from! Isaac & Alcinda Moore and locat- 


Ungton Creek & Thomas Creek and adjoining the lancte ofX Archibald 
iSw6r ° n ?eters In I SS2 they bought the white Pine on 176 acre 8 from 
and iary F Arbogast this tract was formerly owned byRobert C Warwick, 


ani in the 


s_e year they bought the pine and other timber on£ 5,133 acr€8 thle 


loci.idge and Geiger tracts in Pocahontas Co,and in 


Bath Co.Va.and the 


- oorr.au lands that joined the lands of lucy Taylor and Clayboume 
* *»•* - *» — 

lm - it boated near Huntersville v , 

l,. Ta . also m SJ a tract iron Jacob and 

“r n.-r aituattd on seer Cr« k . and In Sb the h v 

they bought timber in Allegheny at. 

.. U„. „ „ 7to fra ifw H 

kMM .r««r a... . -'act on Cochran. Creek from Hijah and Hary Kay this s». 

t si the Itr.i cocv.y.d i roa th< ..... . 

* >»to Dmlel t joo<ph and peter Moor** 


* tmet of y> 


John and Finnic Drloool and laying 






And Industry. 3 .J.Ssitb. pe b « ? St.la^rence 3ooa -Pocahontas Co. 

Cr«c k «„ d ln Isg6 fcou6ht a tract too wr. as the John Tsacy land also a tr- j 

' ect know n as the George Slple land-a tract known as the Janes T Lockridgt tr- 
act.and another known as the Spice Run tract®! owned by Shcman Clark total 
in these tracts 3 .IH 0 and in ISS9 they bought a tract of 590 acres and laying 
on last branch of the Greenbrier River from J.C Rohsbaugh of Grant County, t 
this being a part of a tract that ras granted to Henry ?M.llipe_by the state 


this being a part of a tract that ras granted to Henry FMIUpi jf the state ^ 
of Va.ln 1795 ther e ras 590 a cres in this tract^ aleo in 89 a tract of l6k 
ecre 8 from Jacob and Rachel Sheets located on west side of Greenbrier River, 
also in S9 a tract of 1505 acres flom Samuel and Tame Coop* and known as the 
George Burner land and in the same year a tract of 60 acres on Back Alleghe¬ 
ny fountain from Thomas Hu£i Kc laughlin,and in the same ytar S9 a tract of 
I>765 seres from Isaac P Boggs the timber laying on KXX both sides of the la¬ 
st branch of the Greenbrier River between Poca and Falsie Hts. also in the ye¬ 
ar ofi S9 a tract of 901 acres from Jacob B Pyles and his wife Sarah,Henry Py- 
lesj^oah end Alcinda Alderman, Isaac N Coulter and his wife ITancy, Lemuel J and 
-Ary Pylee,George and/^' ry j^oggs, D.T/ and Hester Alderman, A Ivin and Annie Burr, 
tr ‘& Joseph 3.B Pyles and located on Beaver Creel. and bought from George H Shee 
t§ a tract of 34 acres on Allegheny i:t. also a tract of timber on Sittlington 
.rt«ic iroi illiam H Cacklty,and in the same year a tract of 390 acres on la- 
t r rc-. t of Greenbrier Riv<r from Uc And Rachel Furner,and in the same year 

of 776 acre* laying on Doutharda and Cochrans Creek from t.A and ****£ 



F. Icrrrfnet room 4 : f £. Co. S.5.S. pocahontss Oo-pa.c« 

.nd in th, .... ..... . rf «» 1CK. i*o- «* 


ond in th< Bust y«ar a tract of 15^5 aC ' 
state of ‘Aryland,this land sas teotna i 


Lee Purser land and nae 


/ located on North 7 
130 ceres from Eenr 


Fork of Greenbri 


tr River,and in XS90 they bought a tract of 


130 ceres from Henry and Vary Yoakum tali 
of the Greenbrier River,a Iso in the year 


, timber was located on the headwaters 
of IS 90 they bought a tract of 80 ac- 
, Creek,and In the same year they bou- 


r«e from A.7! and llartha Rider on Cochrans r , 

a Hie vienner located on Fast prong of 
ght a tract of 150 acres from Henry and Al 1 

_ they bought a tract of 184 acr 

the Greenbrier River,and again in the earn y 

c. on Cochrane Cr«k fro* Horace and !*r e aret lockridge.and In the earn, y<ar 
a tract of I9SS acres on Allegheny Ht.froa C.T Seebert part of this tract raa 
in sath Co.7a.and again in 90 they bought a tract of Shit' Pine and Hemlock f 
oa George I.ji amok located on the test side of the wagon road leading from ! 
trrsvilie,down Beaver Creek to Hillpoint joining the lands of TT.T Perry and 
c(8 P McComb and containing 4l0 acres. In the year of 1891 they bought Ij60 a 
from Isaac Boggs,and in $2 a tract from H.li Moore on Sittlington Creek for $ 
per thousand feet,also in 93 a tract of 820 acres located on Spice Run and s< 
by H.A Holt of Greenbrier Co. and Alex Mathews of the same County this land r 
cc re 7 <d to Sheldon Clark in 1849 by the state of Va^ In 1894 they bought a t 
froa mry S Burr locattti on the headwaters of laurel Run and adjoining the 


-« of John K* lliaon,Charlt» Burr and The Beaverlick lumber Co.of Pocahon 


tti* contained 114 acres 


4 Purr received $ I.CO per thou 



I69 r;; 4 Pocahontas Co.Foge 4- ■ 

^Bw f St.Lntrr«nce p«ople bought all th« m«rchanteblc tlmbfr on tht T 

^rrrry tract on Poplar Pl^te at 75 cte.pcr thouaand from William C Alderman, 1 

f this traot contained *400 acres and Joined thettnds of John * Smitb.George ni_ I 

d«r and Beaver lick lumber Co, this tAmber was sold by J.C Arbognst as Sheriff of 
Focahontae County to settle up the estate of Al*x Rider. 

In 1694 S.W Kelley and Andy Reed made tenancy contracts with the Co.to 
look after 4,645 acres. 

In IS95 they bougit a tract of White pine from S.ff V/amsley and known as 

the Hamilton lands this was sold by Cyrus Scott and Lorenzo Strader of Rando¬ 

lph County as special commissioners. 

In 1695 they bought the White Pine on 230 acres located on upper waters of 
cl idle fork of Anthonys Creek in Greenbrier County and was part of the Swan su¬ 
rrey cf 17,500 . 


1 


In 1&96 they bought the merchantable timber on 33O acres on the Kunters- 
---* road to the Greenbrier River from Peter D and i£ary Yeager and Henry & Al- 
i leaner reserving two pine patches for fork handles & stock poles . 

•a li'ji they bought timber on 191 acres from the Sherwood Co.sold by Oeo. 
r * H.-ek Pres.of Sherwood Co.this tract wae In Little Back Creek and Joined 
U "* ‘'• 3 Sarlow.taniel O'Connell i j.c Loury. 

-t t «y bought the merchant a bit timber on 17,500 acres from ths Sber- 
M Os.ttis tiste, Uyeg on Anthonys Crett 


conveyed by O.f Ruckaan to 0«o.F.M 




ffrcnce Boom & Ltfr.Co.S r, Ctrv **, 

|^r L o.O.Sn4-to.pocahont&8 Co.Pace 5 - 

' ' 7 CrfB know n ns the Swan Survey on Cochrans Creek,Anthonys Creek 

t eibrl er Co.A Bath Co.Va. 

In IS97 they bought a boundary of I,6S5 aares on the West side of the 
Allegheny fountain and extending to Knapps Creek and formally owned by Andrew 
Herold and John Driecol but sold to Porter & 1 'a.rgaret Kinports this joined the 
lands of A.W lioore, I.B IToore and F Dev er.and another tract of IS6l acrea and 
not far from Sugar Camp Run. 

In IS99 Hary A Holt sold a tract of S00 aares on Spice Run and another 
tract of S70 acres on laurel Run formerly owned by Sheldon Clark and H.A Holt 
dec eased, a Iso in the same year this Co. bought a tract of 1760 acres from 
Isaac and Rachel Boggs,this timber layed on the Fast Branch of Greenbrier 
Hiver,Boggs lived in Pendleton Co. 

Ia 1901 they bought a tract of I9S acres from J.H and Jennie Buzzarc 


: ~ i8 timber was on Itouthards Creek and joined the following farms Virginia 
A— e man, She roan Kincaid.Also in the same year D.T/.S Alderman sold them ti: 
on Ooutkards and Anthonys Creek in the amount of 396 acrea.And in the 

acre ® from 7/alter F Alderman this was the Bradshai 

- * a^art of :>.< Soloznan Alderman lands. 

'.'•an and IUa Kincaid sold pS^them tiro tracts the flrsl 
t X . c a..d U past y<arB Ko# conVfyfd by Mill am Fradshav to 

:tln<d 198 aorta and Ml QM 




r^wrcTJOc Boom And i*f /» 

W'^.na Or..k the * «- 

K 8 “ <r =ie Run end = Uo.nt.ln. 


r.iixaooro • -Ya .Pocahontas County . 

?ag« * 6- 


_ In 1903 they bought „ ♦ I 

^ 0 truct of 19s acres 5os Dan and Sue O’onntll on Dout-1 

w rde Creek and in 190I1. tq» 

195 acres 2de j.h and Jennie -uzzard also on Dout ha r- 

de w<ck,nnd in 1905 a tract of 202 acres from George and Luzerna Huntley and 
in 1909 a tract of white Pine from Charles G and kary Tracy. 

The St.Iarrence Eooa And Jtf g. Conjjany began operating An Pocahontas Co. 
about IS74 and continued until about 1912 or 13.their circular mill t-as located 
at Ronceverte in the bottom between the river and the C 4 0 R R.Thc president 
^ of the company was Thomas J Shrylock. 

They did most of *fc<ir lumbering by contract and pmong them were the fo¬ 
llowing John Peters,7/hiting Brothers, Judgt Huntley and Son George, Denning & ’fe¬ 


lting and later Smith & Y/hiting, Dan O'Connell besides the subcontractors and 
J*D Jilliam 

Driecol and Sullivan and Coionel Cecil Clay took contracts from the main conti 
ctors. 


In 1596 John Deters took a contract from the St.Iawrence firm to oper¬ 
ate timber on laurel Run this was mostly 7.’hite Fine and coming from what was 
known ae the T.'allace timber,this boundary was to be operated during 96 4 97 a 
It has estimated there was 2 million! feet on the stump, Peters was to cut, pee 
tr.d slide and etamp the logs and get §7.00 per thousand when delivered to th 
boom at Ronceverte or Caldwell. 

“ ' - t ’ 0:u '" ,rt S. lth and Y/hiting, but prior to this it 




DCnnln E withdrew end Captain A.I Smith took hi* pi— 

f and continued to 0pCrat4 > 

p ate until the Job was convicted a* Smith & Tilting, 

y wCre from Pa. Ilirinc- +v James 

n E the time Denning &:..Whiting operated which was abou 1 

S ^ ^ ^ w °rked 15 teams and from 50 to 75 men besides the teams th« 

hired,ot this time they WCr€ opemting on laurel Run and to the divide on 
" C£U €r Cr€€k cutting principally White Pine, which was cut skidded and 
in a elide worked to the Greenbrier River and drove to Ronceverte to the 
Iawrence mill. 

About IS95 Smith & Whiting were operating on laurel Run they <mp 
about 110 men had 15 teams of their own besides the oneslhey hired among 
were the following, Mick kcCoy,John Cleek,James Jordan William v,ade,Jess 
they worked da$ and night most of the time which was very hard and dang 
•cork,they received $4.00 a day.They had a big camp and John A.Sheets wat 


cook.The St.Iawrence brand was the figure 7 inside a squaiee which had t 
1 

stamped on each log before it was put in the river ready for the drive. 

Smith & Whiting were operating on Beaver Creek IS90 and Cue C 
subcontracted from them them to cut skid and drive down Beaver Creek t( 
Creek and from there into the Greenbrier River.George kcComb took a coj 
from Chrlctcr in this carat ttrretory. 


Continued to next report 


And ,7l iti ng b ut * S * C Pocahontas Oo.Pr ~e * 7_ 

°«anirj c ,-i^v . 

nd con+ . —or«r and Captain A.l Sadth took his pl_ 

^ and continued tQ 

Un ‘-il the job ess conoleted as Smith & ‘^hltlng 

htv t. ere f-mr* 


5 ^ 1 
ltlng, 1 


w-*' ‘•o.o as aciun a ..nixing, 

tJl cy were from p 

I " rll lg the tw- . wanes 

e penning &-Whiting operated which nas about 

to Q"? . 


S' -—© w-WiA* MiUK v^w» W ^ <a. MUVa RUOUt 

Jtt* to 93 thcy Bori€4 

T8 *roa 50 to 75 sen besides the teams they 

blred.at this ti*. th 

V were opemtlag on laurel Run and to the dlviite on 

Beaver Creek 

^ 8-H Cl + 4 - 

6 principally T.Tiite Pine f *hich was cut skidded and put 

in a slide worked to tv 

the Greenbrier River and drove to Ronceverte to the 8t. 


iewrence mill 


About IS95 Smith & Whiting were operating on Laurel Run they employed 


HO men had 15 teams of their own besides the oneslhey hired among 


" fre tbC follow ing,Nick McCoy, John Cleek, James Jordan William Wade, Jesse Cur 


hey worked dajr and night most of the time which was very hard and dnngeroue 


> ork,they received $4.00 a day.They had a big canp end John A.Sheets was the 


cook.The St. Iawrence brand was the figure 7 inside a squaae which had to be 


ecapped on each log before it was put in the river ready for the drive. 


Smith & Whiting were operating on Beaver Creek IS90 and Cub Christ 1 
subcontracted from them them to cut skid and drive down Beaver Creek to Knap] 
Creek and from there into the Greenbrier River.George kcComb took a contract 


from Chrictcr in this same terretory. 

Continued to next 


report. 
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JT - HI llsboro.d.Va.Pocahontae Coon,,. 

WS'. ... —~ a ^ f „ D .he .t-u— 

A bout 1654 John Driocol o 

ttd „„ cubing. «.«».«“• float " 1 to 

Boo And bf£.Co.and operated on 

„ that constructed at the Tec. Alderman far. 

^Riuppe Cr.Oc by a epJaeh da 0- ' 

t. tjeie drove into the Greenbrier 

f on CUnusinfcB Creek,and fiom Knappe Ore 


and to Ronccvcrtc. 
Jon O' 


f , „ „ contract daring the operation of- the Trt.lt. Pin. 

am O'Conn el had a contract uu 


. e nna were on Oldham Run from SS to 92»he had 

in Pocahontas Countyhis operations 

, ^ otnhlfB for the horses as they used from 

a caap at each end of the slide and 

30 to 40 teams part were his own the rest were hired from farmers 
.U strict namely John Cleeh.Poc relford.Tom Burge.a,Jeae. Curry.and mi. 
IfcCkrty be.Idea the on., he hlr.d from Anthony. Cr.ek.Charlie Bamsey na. h«d 
ooofc.They u.td a .llde on this op.ration, which cut out eeveral million feet. 

His next Job was next to Kiddle fountain near Rimel,hls canp tras on 
jo-athards Cr««k. 

The ..biting Brothers Tdd A Kilt operated on Beaver Creek in 1913 
•a ; s below Howard Underwoods,one near Pyles Ht.on Hokem Run and another 

m •* «s -n.Tbey used 4 teams and ‘nployed about 25 men.The 'nhitlng Bros. were 
fiwa N. 


j :<*0 7 A 06 Jud*,* Huntley and son Oeorge of Pa. took a contract 
f rva n« dt. Laaren « <>a And kfg.Co.and op < rating at this tin* as the Sh« 




0 1 * yj.£. Co.Fagc 2 of Part 2.S.C Smith Pocahontas County. 

thin nil motion me mainly on Douth&rds Creek here they had a camp 

r> or the men and the horses as they worked from 150 to 200 men had S teams of 

their own besides the ones they hired namely 3.C Hayes Frank and Garfield, 

301 caapbell George and Iverett Alderman,and Andy Llgitner.Th ey built a spl- 

ash dam near the head of the creek to make a tide to carry the logs to Knapp- 


s Greek to be drove on to Ronceverte. ^ 

Otis YYarwick was head cook with Clarence Jordan as his assistant, 

Jake Carey was forenan on this job,in one drive they had over 13 million feet.| 
The slide had to be watered so the logs would run and among the men 
that watered slide were the following John & Harry Jordan & Robert Hall of Hi- | 
llaboro* 

About IBS5 Smith & YThiting were operating on Cummings Creek near whe¬ 
re John Lee now lives,at this operation they used 6 & 7 teams of horses and 
' >^>7 € d fro® 60 to 70 men,and had a log engine that they used to haul the logej 

to t -appa .reek,this engine was fired on wood most of the time as about the 

*/ c- tlo* was on Hrier y^Knob,which was a long ways off but coal 

fr *r« «a« ua«d try Smith & .Thiting during their operation in the White PI- J 

— * oprratloo an Lcuwtl and Oldham Runs. 

* 1 * * «.0 • a >t.t rn ot from this ooa^nny on *b*t tfcj 
«» wA-.o- at • •'-* ♦ • • floMlkt Hollow aa it lay«d to the Sorth and was *««7 

. c of Is Wad Uok AlA»fc« 






• 00 - , :^^'.Co.sta Smiti.. Focchontce Co.C0-HI3CI & 15 nJSTRf} 
■r\. nd tfctlr t.ans the follonme r're cost of them Id£ar L Smith * Oeorte 

f T 0( • a t0E«,;:llJar(l F Ruokman.lee i Frank coore.t John Clteh of lilllpoint 

yCThullt slide. that extended in to the .contains for 2 d 3 mll.a these 

/.d to he kept watered so the ice could m kej he -iaea _yn faster.fron, the 

f elides they cere put in Xinniaon and laurel Run and to the Oreenhrier River 

to be drove to Ronoeverte.Peters also operated be loc mrbin for this company. 

John T Dixon took a contract from this company at at laurel Run,at Dee- 

rcrc€jc,and Case. 


Tom and Jack Crookshanks of Pa. took a contract and operated on the head 

I af leurel Ran at Surr Talley oh the John Burr place,these logs were taken down 
leurel Sun by train and put into the Greenbrier near Beard.™ .Va. 

Harry & T rank Harper had a contract their logs went down Anthonys Creek, 
they sub-contracted from Smith & Tilliting.They had a camp and used 3 & 4 teams. 
As in all other sections of our country lumbering preceded agriculture,some 
'*£ our early settlers came for timber ,some for the wildlife that roamed the 

*“‘" € others came to m ake homes,fl om the hig£ mountain peaks some of the 
’■‘.Un might h»vc looked down upon the rolling hills and the fertile valleys 
...er«l sltt tlatter and on the east side of the Greenbrier covered with Rhlte 
Ue, .. of the timber on the ea.t side *.. softwood, to opermte and mnuf- 
c1 * ; * * 14 tu ~ ex %ht **«r*no« ®oos A ’hfg.Cos^any Installed the largest 





^ ^ Coi.klnCl it I*. JloTRY _ . _ - - 

^■|kuiv;rcnct room & kfg. Co.S.O Smith Poca.Co.Pa e c 4 of part 2- 

«as installed at Ronccvcrte and during this operation this mill 
■ / d something like 600 million.The St.Iawrcnce people harnessed Green- 
J sl vcr with dams,booms rtc. and several paralleling canal. In which to 
Lch.soxt and store endless millions of logs these having been cut up the 
Lex and drove down,this operation «s ^own as the ttlt. Pine days and to- 


^ we find settlers In Pocahontas County that .. to this county from other 
sections of the state from other sections of the United States and man, came 
here from Canada during the operating of the Uhlte Pine.smrrled here and 
today me find .any families In Pocahontas Count)' that their father or grandfath 
h er sere the pioneers In the opening up and developing of our greatest resoure 
aaxiSiSliSfte* our timber In which this company operated over something like 
S 55.COO acres and extended from the Greenbrier Clunty line to the head of 
C Greenbrier River. Thie operation furnished employment to our many people as we 
as a drawing card that brought in settlers from but side the state and as the 
land r.&s cleared of its timber the more level lands were taken for agricultui 
and eo today when traveling through this vast tenretory you see many farms wi 
caring grain that once upon a time produced 6ome of the best Yrtiite pine timbe 


••.at t a taken out of thie eeotion,but today we find several thousand acres o 
v ia vast rhite Pine foreat land that has been bought by the U.S Government f 
ft* ortatetlcn purports thlo Id pi,rt ieularly true with the Buckley and Pyl«» 

ar«e alor.g with with the chain of mountains from the Greenbrier Co. 



commerce & Industry 
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' 


mith Pocahontas County lT i# r » e 

the head or tht Or.tnbrier Rtvcr oe t*. 5 , , 

" 08 th * ^onongshela Rational Fores/ | 

f g in thousands of acres of tht a 

S' ° thi8 th€ onc€ ^»ite ?inc section also the 

«« "" 3ttttC F ° rt8t nrar ““>»« 1 = part of the rhlte Fine terretory. 


The men that opemted this VJhlte Pine had to tndure all eortB of har- 
.tehipe worked long hours in deep snow in the woods and on the drives they 
had to work long hours often getting wet and this driving was .very dangero¬ 
us and rainy men were drowned besides the ones that received broken legs and 
lost limbs due to beind crushed in the jam of logs in the river often In 
the icy water up to the waist for hours,if the logs lodged they were dynami¬ 


ted and 8et moving again.The men that worked in the 'Shite Pine were of the 
sturdy pioneer type ,the character that wasy^ln frontiersmen while laboring 
in the ^hite Pine woods among strange® with hardships dangerous work and 


working and staying in an isolated section has left its impression upon the 
civilization of today as they were of the sterdy piomeer type some of which 


I married and settled in some of the uhite Pine terretory.Thus the passing of 
r;e Pocahontas Countys largest lumber operations and the largest soft woe 
operation. 


This lumber was shipped from Ronceverte to many of our larger citl 
torn* worked into ceiling other for siding and the larger timbe® for flawing 

T«r« us*d in the =*ny buildings that were being built at that tine all o 



jr s,.;ith t^i11 . .’*: 

'Irena Boom & kf c lilab oro.W.Va.Pon»v * 

/“*" nhlch r °- ; * T p :r ? - " “ "” t7 ‘ 

county as it furnish m S ° ptratlon meant *• lot to Pocaho- 

‘uehcd employe . 

«f timber . . 0111 many WoodB ^ and it ras from the 


of timber and ^ ^ 


at he:ip6d develop Pocahontas County to its sta- 

^ c jird it has today ae it ha 

..ays ranked high in the growth,manufacture and 
«U of timber and lt . producta _ 

™ Cy cut dom the White Pine trces 
Brove and raf“+#=/> +v trees. 

. v d them a »ay to the mill, 

- ■ in the days 0 f the White Pine, 

‘ the r «* down our evergreen trees. 8 . 0.8 
Infonnation-Howard Underwood Hunt ersvi lie. W.Va. 

Robert Lee Syms. n i • 

H.u 3arnes Buckeye. •• 

John B 3uckley. it ii 

Jases Jordan Hillsboro. •« 

Calvin T7 Price Uarlinton. i t 

J.C Lorrison. m , , 

3»C Hayes. Millpoint. »i 

Jake Simmons. ’Tatoga. i i 

Iigar L Smith. 7atoga. , , 

Court Records. i&rlinton. (( Y 

.. '° ^ a party of cut some logs along Cheat River and 

*° r ° int ^ rlon Pa * a distance of between 250 & 300 miles and when 
b-7 UodM the, there the log. mere nearly worn out from bumping rock, along 
• . .ey .. Ibl. route »a. very rough with high fall, and deep gorge.. 
jJ-JoLk, *M Jay Bucklty.Euoktyt.f.Va. 
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“"bjeot Commerc e An d Industry_Deccoticr 7 1940 

fiLoearch WorJcer Spicue; G_ 9 iith. Dfct* Matwiroh htw D> 0 .4th 

^' pist -Ssoiuea .0. Smith Oh • nec emhs* tAua 

„ George will lame 

-cmrce _ Court.Records >M« IUM _ 

This report was rather hard to get and some tlm* was spent 4$ tfc» 
court house trying to verify the dates. J?J 






H^k/4 0 -Corw.crcc And Induetry-S.G Smith .Hillsboro ,W ,v£. Pocahontas County. 

The Operations Of C.eorge v.llMams- 

In I9o2 George Williams of near Lobelia .Pocahontas County ,W ,7a bou- 

^ght a circular nsaw mill,his first operation was a set on Caesar Mountain 
g for S.J Payne of Hillsboro who had bought a tract of timber from Sam & S- 
^ abina^amsiey for $ 175 - 00 and they received in payment one horse at S 125 . 

and a buggy at 55 a 00 this contract was written August 4,19(2. 

325 . 000 was cut at this set and upon completion moved to Seebert. 

His next set was al 60 for S.J Payne and the mill was set at what 
was known at that time as Carter Siding which is just below Seebert ,7t ,Va 

the timber having been bought from many different people of Seebert and 

the surrounding terretory.This operation started in April 1903 run 
May 19 #. 

Camps were built to take care of the men and bams were built to 

stable the horses,as Payne had one and two teams there most of the time 

besides the horses of Illis McCarty of Hillsboro and K.O Wade of the Tra¬ 
de corner which is a section at the top of the Seebert hill. 

The lumber was leded in box cars of the C & 0 Railroad and ship¬ 

ped to many different get ions, 4 00, 000 was sawed at this set and Williams 
was sawyer on ell of hi 6 operations. 

From Seebert the mill was moved to Red Lick Mountain to saw for 
Smith and Whiting they having bougt this tract of timber from W.H Shear¬ 
er who lived on the fed of Dry Creek above Onoto. In the Company were 
Captain A.I 3mlth and Jim Whiting. 

7h«rt was 378 ac*o in this bandary and bounded as follows starting 
at « head of Dry Creek thcncc to the Silas Barlow line then >0 the line 
of 1 . Aratast Klti the lines of S.B 1 lkins and H.O Davis and then 



JK Oommcroc And Industry-S.o Smith,Hillsboro,rr.Va.rochonta,, county 

Oeorgc WllliftniB Operations Concluded_ 

m thc clt>fl on line,this tract was forraely owned by the Lynch Lumber Co. 
This timber was deeded to Smith And Whiting Larch 2I,1906,the y pald 
MjOCkOOtor the boundary from which they sawed 400,000 feet of boards there 
A** two sets .Upon completion of this operation Williams moved^f his mill 
I W back to the Little Levels District and over Caesar Mountain to his next 

The 4th set was for J.I peck on the farm fnown at that tiie as the 
Dr.J.D Thrasher farm and deeded by him to J.I and Iffie peck July 9 1903 . 

The mill was 6 et just under thfc top of Caesar Mountain on the 
Feck place and ready for operation,peck had a team and did part of the 
skidding but he hired Harry and Frank Thompson of Millpoint to do part of 
the skidding. 

John Bobiett of Lobelia had the misfortune of having his hand cut 

off by the eager on this operation leaving him a cripple thfc rest of his 
life. 

This operation took place in 1906 & Of and they sawed 416.000, 
The next set was for S.J Payne and took place on top of Caesar 
fountain at the Dick Anderson farm and purchased from his widow Sally 
Anderson the farm is now owne d by Wilford Bruffey. 

This was operated in 1906 and 75,000 was Baaed at this set. 

In 19 06 George Williams sawed two sets for S.J Payne on Rush 
—the timber was bought from Ambrose Hill^ - 

In 1906 & Of Williams sawed for W.W Kinnison on Bruffeys Creek 

^ * ^ Cr K68 logged from Kinnisonft own farm the rest he boug¬ 

ht f r o: near by farmero. 

Ir. . 9:7 George HHHane set his mill on the Cass liCOoy farm on 
* 1 f * *** aawtd s set : inniaon .Kinnison having bought 

' Ufrf ^ ° n tb€ k0C °y #whloh whrn B . wed n| by 

•VV.'-V.-V* ‘ r JUJXLtk. \ 

-.-—• '■■'iamAnfr; : '-y 




QOtt un crcC Industry— 3.G Smith,Hillsboro,TT,Va.Pocahontas County. 

■— George "'ill lams Concluded-_ 


ia on in his carpenter work as TC.TT Kinnison contracted to build and 


t cd some of Pocahontas County's best and rest expensive buildings 




th e m were the Methodist Church at Marl inton ,Va. The Hillsboro Gra- 


and a residence in the Kinnison Addition of Hillsboro UH / / 


i th e Bank Of Hillsboro Building these were all brick buildings and con- 


t ,ted by Kinni3on a resident of Hillsboro and near Lobelia,so most of the 
t <.-t>er he bought and had arced was used by him in te construction, of buildi- 


.. s of some kind or other. 

Information-George Williams HMfcUi Hillsboro,W.Va. (R F D) 

Court Records, 


Marlinton, 



< 


•etlrn £• * 


TT 2. 1 «b 


( 1860 - 1 * 1 °> th. P. 0 P 1 * * *>« 

r^rlnr tha Industrial ^ ^ tbelr s«« mills, ***** alll8 » | 

County repaired and raestabl --tablis .ad before the Civil 

.. tha t they had est»u 

tanneries, and ao fortn, on ' e> bul it and many of 

th,n ° r 0our ” th ” r * "" ^” go!J>nt- Th » s e, ho. ever, were »U 
th. old one. were under no. oaJ '"-^ ^ ha(J b . en bero re th. «r. 

~ U lndlv'd’jal businesses l us 1876 .h.n th. St. 

Ko greatcoimcerclal Industrie. * county end be ran 

larr.ro. Booh and lumber ^ ^ lt do. th. 

cutting th. .hit. Pine, *"J ^ pocahQntaa ... abundant 

Greenbrier River to Bone.v. . ^ ^ ln(Juatr y. Ph.eiic.Hy 
in these timbers. this «»—’ durlng th . »* t.enty- 

all of the lumber taken from thi 

five years 7 /as taken out In this manner. 

wot Pocahontas had snail deoos.ts 

yhlle It became known that Pocanonca 

nothink was done to develop an industry 

of iron, and some marble nothing 

and no mineral rights were taken. 

Since agriculture and grazing .ere th. chief occupation end there 
... no coal, nor ^ou h other mineral, to attract corporation, there 
... no struggle between the land owners and oorporatlona. 1«* 

.as still ip the hands of the original owners or their families and 
ass valued only for Its timber, grazing and for the timber, oven 
;,.t r.ny farmer, continued to clear their fields' ar.d to roll the logs 
into piles and burn them not realizing that they were destroying 
, rj t would have soon been worth s fortune to them. 

As soon as the railroads were completed In 1901, the county 
*>*. an to Improve fornow, that transpo tatlon was available, lumber 
r'.ee we-e anxious to nen up this vast timber section. Lumber 
. . - * , but when thelunberlng was dri» 

t «7 dl»a: eared almost as f»st. 


I e 1-Q*t 


ed ~alv!n 


Thrre wns oner n ran by the nano of Henry Phillip* who *»» looking 
over this land In the 1790. Ho eng*c®d ® surveyor, 1111a® roora 
of nrllns Eotton, and surveyed 41,000 acres at the headwaters of 
Greenbrier Klver. This survey took In most of that rich timber 
country. About the rams time a Randolph County surveyor made a survey 
of 31,000 acres for Richard Smythe which Interfered, and lapped 
on the 41,000 acres. 

Henry Phillips having acquired this land paid little or no attention 
to It. not even paying the paltry taxes. With other large surveys It 
lay idle and useless. 

The legislature of Virginia finding that such large grants hindered 
development, evolved the law of forfeiture. £o in the 1830' s and 1840's 
they began to cut up these lands and sell them for the benefit of the 
school fund.*Tne Phillips 41,000 acres was thus disoosed of to the 
highest bidders. It brought $212.00 which was about the cost of survey¬ 
ing and selling it. 

In the 1880's there was a law suit over this land because of the 
surveys of Phillips and Smythe. But it seems that the Smythe. surveys 
called for a cypress and no cypress could be found in these high 
mountains. The work probably should have been cippus meaning a set 
stone. At any rate, Pocahontas county wrested from Randolph County 
this large territory. 

Thl. threw to Pocahontas county a big boundary of sprue# and ham- 
lock for..t country ao rich In timber as tb render It worthless f<r 
•ry*h!ng else. 
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Vjbon the tiU-s based on this sale of forfeitures the land rose 
fin value ■ mM 1 It v.im ;; rth rrr.ethIn' like $5,000,000 In one day 
Mfor the t1rrb*r alone, and now that the timber has been cut is 
HVheld at fl',meth’np. like 5.00 an acre for grazing. 

In 1903-1015 wnen the heavy growth of timber was being operated 
a number f f towns sprang up a: d flourished for a while and dlsap* 
r peered. Among them: 7/llkell, Certude, May, Brancher, Madeline, Olive, 
Nlda, Wlnterburn, Burner and Oxley. The Coal and Iron Railway . 

•hat a vision of wealth and prosperity that name once -conjured. Town 
s:*rang up and drummers walked the railroad from one town to the 
next when the trains did not run to suit them. The above mentioned 
* #r.a occupied the sixteen miles of river and railroad which lies 
between Durbin and where Randolph County begins at the divide. • 

2 hls la now a port of the cold and barren which lies In Pocahontas, 
here as It used to look % stern and wild. It row looks wild and naked. 

From Pocahontas Times - 1918 by Andrew T r i ce 
"*• ,bove t0Bns wer0 °"bv » few Of the lost towns of Pocahontas. 

tha lumbering days towns sprang up all'along the Greenbrier 
<1 than lost their Importance or ceased to exist except In ' 
ltlln-ton, Clover Lick, Harter, Campbelltown, Stilwell. 'his . 

••• p.rtlT after lfllo, however. 


West Virginia Writers 1 Project 
RESEARCH IDE! TIFICATION REPORT 


/ / 
/ 


r ^bjeot c _ _ » Date 3/22/4-I 

•Coanej; ce~ An-d- -I ruius try- —■ 7 - / -- - / - - 

e-iC * rch ”'or!:er SjumtJLG. Smith_ 


-JTist _SaigaelgpjLth___ 

0.3 Cumry, J.R Guthrie & court tf£cords 

Source torllllton,,7 ’ Va • 

*?&y And TTiHiam'EuckleyVBuckeyeT\7.Va. 
Julian Arbuc21e.liaxwelton.77.7a. 


Date Research Taken IZU8L,19 ,2Q 

19^1 

Date Typed 3/2I»22j/4l 


Date Filed .. ‘ v «&. 


fih <• 5? ”S>\ 

fe*£' a 


This Co.has all newnfn at present therefore had to confytpc former 
employes and information was hard to get. 



mm Comoro. And Induntry. Ssmu* 1 0 Smith Hi l^boro.T. .Va.Pocahontae Co. 

7,'< st ViJginia Pulp And Pap* r Co. Caea.W.Ya. 

Th< IT.Va.Pulp And Pap «r. Co. began op* ration in 1900 end hav* 
b*tn operating practically et*ady since that time,the mill sit* wae 
bought from N* r/ton J Gum and at that time was being farm* d by him. 

The IV. Va.Pulp And Pap* r Co.was mad* up by and with th< foll¬ 
owing men John G Luk* of Orang* ,N.Y and his sons William,now at Cov¬ 
ington.Va .A1 Luke,Charlie Luke and S.'F Slaymak*r and T/illiam 7>hitm* r 
of Pa.Slaymak* r had the s* Hiig of all lumber. 

Th< g*n*ral manage r of this co.was £.P Shafer for a long per¬ 
iod and th< present mgr. is S.DHuff,R. S Hickman was general mgr. of the 
Co.etoif end Burke HcCarty was assistant store mgr. The name of the store 
is Th* Pocahontas Supply which did an * norm* ous business at on< time as 
they had as high as 20 clerks besides the other stores at Spruc< and Sl¬ 
aty : ork b* eid< s small stores at some of the coal mines . 

This is a double band mill that cut about 75 to SO,000 a day nh 
***** op< rating the b, et of their timber.th.y had 14 log engines 
■•'re the l»rg-< et shay engines built at that tine .they had 
° " W " akldd*rs that they used on tlb and »t- 

«ux* but at on, tin. they had 2 7 ca.nps and had about 10 te- 

*** ■ rtvf they had ov< r ?00 teaae of hors< s or 400 h*ad. 

* ^ ‘ ’ 6 1 * ditch* r . 


^ rh* o 


r * ' nb n*r A* at And rik Rlv«r R R 
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/H rr.rulp And fnper Oc.t 2 Pace. 8.0 S. Focnhontoe Co. 

Jot the C.C s I. rlth Rofrt Hlvlo no R H Supt.The railroad etarted at Caea 
fiJx up L«therwood to Sprue, and there It foitd rent down Cheat River near 
Wm { junction. the oth er fork lead* to B.rgoo.Slatyf ork and vec.alth a line 
up River and In on Tea Creek by ray of Red Lick Kt. 

The mill foremens were \ 7 iHiam Anderson and Charlie Furman,the 
druggist ras Harry Hill and at pssent store Mgr,E.C Smith rras store kgr.at 
S2atyfork,Jay Buckley iras clerk at Slatyfork and run commisarys for the Co.at 
different places,uilliam Buckley rorked in the store at Cheat.The roo* eupts, 
*r«rc sol idcXeely , Ecaston Payne ajtx Juason Taylor end John(Jack) Crookshanks, 
^ber fc raders J.R Guthrie and Eark "’ood Gum,the postmasters have been Dr.Joe 
Ayers, lake Clark end James koyers the present P.li,lierl Irvine conductor and 
tram aaster.ceorge Graham >70 a in charge of the office H.U Fox bookeeper and 
-eon. Sheppard office worker,John Hannah G.C.4 I .H.R. Flmtr Duncan shop el_ 
-aster and office man,Joe Graves yard foreman,S.E Hethkln run the 
^pany *r. and operated the meat market for several years but the present 
-h.g.r 1. 0*orge 7augh,Georg, A „de.son was shovel man for the R r and 
another «,orge Ind.raon ... assistant mill foreman.Tard foreman Hob Rose. 

TM first Coepany doctor wa. Dr. Jull(m Arbuckl( hf on< 0 „_ 
.LLMT .-.xMy.le. ao , tor 

r n« l<ft Cass,th< pr»s«nt Dr. is Dr.U.H 

nsi-nan »m ... ^ 0 Mckfl> 



Jjj F r.vc.fulp 4 Fnp<r Co.pog< # 3 

Th< fo Uonln 6 *.r. •n C in«r. on th< 5.0 * I H.R .«.< tl». or oth« 
Ears, ■UU....0.1 Brsdl-y ,0«xg< Cro»«r,E«» 0na<ron,E«« raugb .Frank -11X- 
CrW Dorman, H.O Cilmor* ,Thurman rUrnnt.r.Pat Bradley. ChorlU 4 Oror.r 
... - , od ell eras train diapatoher .Frank lie, no8 conductor 


f Ci*ddock-R<d Stanley »C.7 0d*l 

on ch<r.t.Ja=«e Collison was t 


timt y* tf 9 l r for the t 700 * 8 and took ord<rB for 


* carps.The aocy.ro cere the following men Tim genealey,Jean Kepner.Homer Br- 
oan.Bay ott.Blackie Calhoun,Robert Blackburn,barren Shlfflct ,Jo< Hannah r:as 

fn*U lip^ 

one of the first sawyers,and the present sawyers are Harry Killer and Oscar 


Sarson.eToc T.ooddt 11 is town police .He rbe rt Shafer master mechanic and shop 


for*man,their electric welder man is Chalm< rs Shrader. 


The ".7a.?u3}p And Paper Co.have operated over something like HO, 
000 acrt6 /s? f 8i,it8 somt in other couties and this ace rage covered the most of 
upper end of Pocahontas County,end took in the following terretory,Cass, 
* Ck ' x •<**** I'tjfflonn Cheat River,Bcrgoo Creek,Slatyfork.Gauley i!t,Ilk River 
*** to Uf Randolph County line and when they were operating from 1915 to 30 
tff ployed between 2500 and 3,000 *c n that received from $ 2-50 to « 4.60 
• Jmyiit' price o we re during the war.) 

fland mill at free they had a pulp till at Sprue* and 
“* la pulp that was shipped to Covington 7a.to tb- 

* 4 . . t0 ***** kd to • J*p*r alll there and on larch 10.19^ they 

r.,t m 


n plant that destroyed several thousand dollaa 



..Va.Fuip & Paper Co.pact # 4 

■Berth of prop* rty nnd mat* rial. loalng 10 million pound, of flnl.h.d kraft 
t :i scrap b'sld'a th« pap«r nnd too nnn loot th*lr liv< a J.* St«el<y plant 
Mfpt.and falter F Iung«r mill nhemiat and d<pt .Mad m r< ov<rcom< with amoke 
W and di«d of a heart attack. 

During th« aar they had an Intrant plant in tb< lot«r <nd of Caaa 

at that la called th* Y.and h<r< th-y mad^s*^* W eu P t ‘ rae A ' liolton - 
w population of Caaa at the present time la S00 but back a fen yeara 
ago it had a population of i>2,00 and at that time uas the largest town in 
Pocahontas County, Cass has about UOO V& Company houses a school for the wh¬ 
ite population also a school for the colored,3 churches and a large hotel 
that would accomodate from 50 to 75 people that vras under the management 
cf 1're.Jack Crookshanks and a Ilrs.Eeaster at different times they en^loyed 
4 or 5 girls and 2 cooks,besides this establishment they had private hotels 
restaurants on the east side across the river, and it was on east side 
iter* the lumber hicks mostly put up and it was here that several murders 

- fi.id was known as dirty street over here you found 2 or 3 sto- 
Xft * >otd and ievcral privately owned houses. 

“** Co.bsd map* from 8pruoc to 3emis on the TTcstern Maryland R R, 

.o«t of th. 0.CUU-, built by Italian, and Au.trlana and tha.e »«r. 
e» the 



J |p.Vn Pulp And Pnper Co. Page # 5 

During their op<rations coeI was discovered and mince were opened up 
,p of Gaulcy Kt.between Eergoo Creek and Slatyfork this mine was operate< 
9I1O. another mine v:as opened up below Spruce and was called the Hopk— 
c,another was the Linan mine just below the Hopkins mine,and abou t 
.... _.g John mine and D<er Lick mines were opened up.this nas about the tia 
I they nere lumbering up Fishing Ht>.k Creek this ooal v.ns mostly used by the 
Co.In their trains and at the town of Cass. You find ooal on many of their 
holdings and no doubt some day these min es will be reopened and net. ones 
opened up. 

The TT.Va Pulp And Paper Company beyond a doubt had the largest op¬ 
erations of any Co.operating in Pocahontas Co.end today they own several th¬ 
ousand acss of land but have sold several thousand acres to the government 
for reforestation purposes,their farming operations are very extensive as the 
have farm lands from just outside of Cass to the/Greenbank road and along 
C««r Creek and you find land in hi& state of cultivation and some of the fi_ 
bams that are found in this section of the State and in these they wi- 

‘ r °“ 0 2°° hfad of cattle and back a f<w years ago they produefd ove 

J # 000 last* a */»or. 

Th 4 .7a.pulp & Paper Co. Operations in Pocahontas County have se¬ 
nt aor< to t.t< u ro»th of the oounty than any other op« ration that has taken 
*.«r« tt * 1*7 t r.ly furnished eaployae* to the people hut have helped 



sprung up 


1 , .Ya.Pulp A Paper Co.Pocahontas Co. page * 6 . 8 .©.Smith 
Vr<«tly in the ray of taxation bceid<s the toms that haw 

/,*«ly Cass,Slatyfork,and Spruce besides scattered houses at these coal mi- 

' a(e at Kopkins mine,Linan mine,Deer Lick & Big John mines.at Spruce where th- 

ty had the pulp mill you found hundiffds of acres of spruce trees as this is 


a cold place snow getting 2 to 3 f^et deep. 

During their 40 years of operating at Cass it is estimated they cut 
1 .126.400.000 and about the same amount of pulp wood.most of the hardwood 
rent to lake Md.and it ia estimated by one of their former lumber graders th 
at they carried l 6 million feet of lumber on the yards at a time.They had a 
plaining mill and put out finished surfaced lumber in the way of siding,fie 
oring and other dressed lumber that was mostly used locally in the county. 

The Pocahontas Supply Co.store did a business of $ 1200.000.CO a y 
business whei they were in the best of the timber and when business was goo 
The mill burned I n _ 1924 but was rebuilt at once. 

Cass today la a thriving lumber town that has meant a lot to Pocah< 
, as it male a market for all the surplus farm commodities of the 
ding t«rr<tory,payed enormous taxes that helped omr county schools t 
and furnished employment to thousands of her cititens this was 
OiMl a . . ./ a largest operation and the payroll of tne W.V». Pulp and 
* fc "* k* P oc *hont*a. The lumbering from about 1900 


»•« . * *- x * industry In the County but since that tlae th< op«r- 





And Paper Co. Page f 7 .S.Q. 8 - Pocahontas Co. 
a .tv< S*™** smaller operations but the Government has bought thousands 

, ffl of cut over land for reforestation purposes so in years to come it is 

.«* * 

„,pfd the lumber industry will be better than at foe present time due to the 

^foresting. 

The T7.Va.Pulp And Paper Company hope to cor^lete their operations 
at Case in 2 or 3 years the present time they are just operating in 
furnish employment to the population of Cass. 


Inf ormation-0.B Curry.Karlinton.77.7a. 

J.R Guthrie. '» " 

Couifct Records. 11 " 

Jay Buckley. Buckeye. TT.Va. 

TTilliam Buckley. " ' 1 

Julian Arbuckle. L&xwelton. 77.Va. 

.11 the above worked for the Co. at some time or other bat Arbuckle and b 
father rae Co. Dr. for a time a$ Gass. 
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/ r .rc* nd In. u. try .SiijnuC 1 ft Smith :.i 11sboro....7%. ocahontse o. 
••illiams And -lft-r uuubtr Co. 

in 1917 '.os incorporated ~nd 1 .H .llliams r.as Free.and ft*» .r. t r. 
/ c P lftr VicC prt8, Dr.k.S ..ileon Si q and Trtas.all of Uarlinton.h. 


Tht'lr operations have been all ovir Pocahontas County and part of 
/ Greenbrier < s they operated in 1917 on Spring Creek in Greenbrier Co. this 
/ na6 6a«e d by J.L Howard of Buckeye, and in I92o they were operating on lau- 
^ I j* l Creek.I9i7 on Ilk .and in 1920 on crushy i.t.Cummins Creek.Beaver Creek 
and until 1926 they were operating in the Huntersville District but in 1929 
f they bought two tracts of timber from F.p Clark titallng SIO acres and in 

1930 thty bought a boundary of 60 acres of the John Gay est.on Bucks Run and 
in I93IX they bought a tract of I5S acre 8 on the D ry Fork of Stony Creek 
from *13-11 am D and Jessie Burgess of laurel Creek.and since that time they 
have had ttf ir circular mill set in the upper part of the tov/n Sf iiurlinton 
and buying and trucking logs \vhe r e tve r they can buy any in connection with 
this mill they run a planer and sell building material already surfaced and 
ready for use. 

..hen they were operating at capacity they used from 6 to S teams of 
horses to do the skiddinghad a log engine and 4 or 5 log trucks when they wei 
operating on laurel Creekjf and used from 3 to 4 trucks to haul lumber and logs 
Etrt Roberts was their 6awyer for quite a long time.and Alva Johnson 
la the present lumper grader and has been for several years. 

resides th tlx lumbering operations they have a large Btore,in which 
\ t£*y hmvt th$r offlce,ag£neral store a meat market with an experienced meat 
utt*r in Clarence Jordan*ard Wimer store man assisted by hired help and be 
/ *-*• * ifc they distribute Conoco gasoline and oil in Pocahontas and Randolph 
- Is • j«:ln*aa was all built up from their lumbering operations Afi th* 

w»t 7* r'sri. 

-f-stlon.Jfc-.es * orney .u.rlinton.‘.> .Va • 

.curt -‘cords.tarUnton. ..Ua. 


tony deteiopswi 01 \um «r 


Nelle Y. yal-aughlln 

• ®b. 23, 1940 Second Ave. 

).’.arlinton, 7.'. Ve. 
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Chaptor 4- Sootlon 4- P« rt a 

in the Greenbank Community was 
The first so w mill in 

, v. nioneer Wooddells; Probably 

owned and operated by the pi 

Joseph Wooddell. the Revolutionary War veteran, that set- 
tl.d on cha lands of Oar.rslll and Abraha» !««.. 

to Abraham Ingram on June 13, 

Cartraill conveyed his land to .ior«uu & » 

. Wooddell about 1800. Ingram 

1798 and Ingram oonveyed to «oodd 

may have developed the water power for this mill. The 
lumber that finished the old colonial mansion house of 
Jacob Warwick at Clover Lick was sawed on this mill and 
was furnished by Mr. Wooddell about one hundred and tw¬ 
enty-five years ago. A tilt hammer was installed at 
this mill which was greatly needed by the pioneers in 
making tools and implements of iron and steel. Ihis 
machine was used in drawing out and flanning large iron 
and steel for making wagon tires, horse shoes, shovel 


plows, bolts, nails and shaping out heavy iron work. 

Mr. R. W. Brown, who gave me the information on these first 
mills, thinks it very doubtful whether the people who now 
live in the town of Greenbank know that a machine of this 
kind, called the Tilt Hammer, was operated in this town. 
The sight of the old mill and tilt hammer is on the land 
of Henry *ooddell; the pit and embankments may be seen 
on the west side of the road between Martin Sutton's 
bin komilh shop and Henry Wooddell*• house. The old mill 
race is now used for the county rood. This mill was a 
£?e«t in'sor cater for the community and hod its niohe in 
t-.w totly lo»oK; -.ont of the community. 
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Conrad of Tr.d.rloh Coun-.y. dryland, pur- 
, th . mill." T.ylor from J ° hn Br °’ n ° n 

r;;„ and .agon to horn... «" ° f H0 ” h 

F ; r y an,oh ... collad Cortmlll. Cre.W at tbet tit,. HI. 
ao „ Solomon Conrad. .ho .as a vetaran or tha ..or o 
a rter going through tha aar and b.lng honorably dl.chargad, 

of tha homa place. About 1840 . h. built and 

took charge of tne nuwo y 

Cltll «ar. 1" connection with tha so. mill h. had a dry 
tl l„. and always had some or the vary bast -bite pin. lum¬ 
ber io sell. In that day no log .as sa.ad Into lumber 
unless It .as the very best. This mill .as a great benefit 


in the development and advancement of the Greenbanh com¬ 
munity. The old mill site and the Solomon Conrad home¬ 
stead, has been the home of 0. L. Orndorff. a grandson, .ho 
in 1893 employed Hobart J. Burns to raroof and .eatherboerd 
the old home; and Newton Ervin and v.arwiok ^udson to re¬ 
build the ohimneys. This is the olaest house in the Green- 
bank Community, having stood one hundred and fifteen years 
or more. It is on colonial style, with its massive chim¬ 
neys, old time fire places, and spacious mantels. It is 
in a fine state of preservation and has the appearance of 
standing another oentury. 

Along about the year of io25 Or 1030, John Yeager 
tsi arsetod a aaw mill on Block run, a branch of North 
fork, and wuilt a dam across tna run witu rocks, which was 
• ;--.;lete piece of masonry; the wall was about thirteen 

f««t : :h eaa about two hundred feet long; the inside was 
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fU1 . 4 „ lt h oloy ."4 dirt .« •» •«**• or .bout on. t. on. 

,, , h .„ tb. dam ... full of ««t.r. It cowered 

and ® hoi*• 1 

round t'ne venerable John E. Uuiu, when 

about an acre or gr 

worked for Kr. Yeager and sawed lumoei on his 

a youn* raan » 

said that the dam was lun uf mountain trout, and 
««! h. would start th. mill to sewing. tb.n bo wou.u o.tou 
ut for ten or fifteen minute, until the mill had run the 
during the day he would catch a basket of flah and 
keep'the mill running at the same time. This old mill 
site is about two miles from the Yeager Homestead and the 
Allegheny battlefield, on the Block Bun. The Yeager mill 
dam blocked the run; hence the name -Block Run". The North 
Fork Lumber Company in building their railroad tore down 
part of the wall to make room for their traok. The line 
of the Lfenongahela National Forest passes through the old 
mill dam. This mill was a great help to the settlers on 
the top of the Allegheny Mountain. The finish lumber ror 
the old log church on the Allegheny fountain was sawed on 
this mill. 


The first timber cut for export was cut just 
before the Civil ..ar at Cass by James Atlee Price. This 
was sent down to .‘.arlinton and sawed on an up and down 
sew olll about one half mile above Marlinton where River¬ 
side now la. 

The North round out during the Civil M ar about 
tr,e white pine in the Greenbrier valley. Colo 1 Ceoll 
Cley of Nee fork, e friend of the Roosevelt family, oame 
teck to ooo ebout it. In 1B76 he had out and floatad to 



Bono.„rte, th . n.orwt railroad, a larea amount or „htt. 
pine. 

The first oircular saw mill and steam engine in 

the Greenbank Community was in the year 1884. 

brought to tne 

«, located about one hundred yards east of the county 
r-ud on Dismal Hun and was owned by a man by the name of 
paln The mi n was operated by a man by the name of Wil¬ 

liam F. Gum. The name Dismal Hun came from the fact that 
the white pine and hemlock trees stood so thick that the 
sun could not penetrate the foliage of the trees and the 
place was so dark and gloomy that the early settlers dubbed 
it with the name "Dismal Run". 

During the 80’ s and the 90*s the St. Lawrence Boom 
and Manufacturing Company at Ronceverte cut hundreds of mil¬ 
lions of feet of white pine. All of this white pine was 
driven down the Greenbrier to Ronceverte. During this 
time they constructed a splash dam across Rosin Run and, when 
they had the logs rolled in, they turned the dam loose and 
floated the logs to North Fork, thence to the Greenbrier 
lver and on to Ronceverte. They began to open the dam 
on he logs about the latter days of February and about the 
first or l*y t 1883, they completed the drive to the North 
Fork. bout two million feet of white pine was driven 
: * v . J onin Run by the splosh dam system. This work 

••• -r the aupwrviaion of Alex MoLaln end H. A. Yeager. 

• .1 »plw«h dam is on the lands now owned by J. B. Sutton. 

« t . «• r • nco K)oa and wnufaoturing Company also out 
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cherry, welnut, -eh, — popl-r. and floated It do.n the 
river on raft, to Ronoeverte. They perhaps out more cherry 
then .11 the other hind, of timber put together. 

The rafting points were, Clover Liclc, Stony Bottom, 

Karlinton, Buckeye, and Seebert. 

Then the railroads came and the oak, pine, hem¬ 
lock, and spruce, known as the "Northern hardwood mixture" 
began to be developed. 

The first big company to come into the county 
after the railroad was built -as the «est Virginia Pulp 
and Paper Company at Cass. After forty years. It 1. still 
in operation. For taenty-flve years they sent out a train 
load of teenty-five oars to Covington dally. At one time 
there were three thousand men on their payroll. This la 
the only Dig operation in the county at the present time. 

They are doing a lot of flooring and finishing lumber. Ir 
anyone in Pocahontas County were to order ilooring from 
Montgomery Ward & Company, it would probably have come from 
Cass. The West Virginia Pulp and Paper Company use modern 
forestry methods so as to provide for a continuous crop. 

The best measured acre of spruce in the county cut 
144,000 feet. This was at Mountain Lick Kun on 7/illiams 
River. 

/.bout 1904, the Cherry Hiver Lumber Company start¬ 
ed operating in the County. ihey operated for thirty mile* 
through t/.o county und are still cutting. 

ror a numbor of years there were ten tnousand men 
at »or< on the various lumber operations. pooahontas County 
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has produced more timber than any county east or tne Miss¬ 
issippi River. About l»15, when lumbering was at its 
height, the population of the county was about twenty-two 
thousand persons. (Then most of the operations had cut out 
the population decreased ten thousand. 

an average 

The following were saw mill towns with population 
of three hundred: Wildell, toy, Gertrude, Burner, Notting¬ 

ham, Thornwood, VYatoga, Campbelltown, Stilwell, Reintown, 

It inter burn, Hosterman, Clover Lick, Warn Town, Raywood, 

Deer Creek, and Denmar. 

tony hundreds of miles of railroad was in oper¬ 
ation. All of the companies operating at the above named 
towns had railroads, some as much as seventy-five miles. 

Besides these large operations, there were many 
fair sized ones. 

The cut over land has been largely takeo up by the 
United States Government for the tonongahela National Forest, 
which owns seventy percent of the area of the county. The 
State of .est Virginia owns twenty-two thousand aores in 
state parks. 

The largest land holdings in the county belonged to 
the ..est Virginia Pulp and Paper Company, the Cherry River 
“ u .ber company, and the Pocahontas Vanning Company. 
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r ln reference to the operations of the St. Lawrence 

Boom and Manufacturing Company which I mentioned on page four, 
the first white pine cut to be driven down the river to them 
at Ronceverte, was in the year 1882 and John Driscoll was 
the man who had the contract. The white pine was out on 
the Moore farm at Dunmore. ..bout a year later, Capt. A. E. 
Smith and James Siting under the firm name of Smith and 
Whiting started cutting white pine on Laurel Run where Den- 
mar now is. They cut here and on Knapps Creek for six or 
eight years and each year had ten million feet of white 
pine driven down Knapps Creek and Greenbrier River to 
the St. Lawrence Boom and Manufacturing Co. at Ronoeverte. 
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I NORTH FORK MILL HORNS 

I I)p»r Cal' Prcpps did all the carpenUr »ork <*, 

... nlcht March 2nd. 1940. the building Char e. P Brown laid 

North Fork the foundation and did the 

iT-iV,, Mill ”a« utterly and complete -ork. The machinery a a. put |. 

1( , This disaster I* perfect ranch* condition by a mill- 
Umd Si mo t unfortunate wrlghi by the name of t.craon ani 
l^nt ofVcalamitous nature that ra. Robert J Brown, carpenter helper. . 

I Joiicted the Greenbank neighborhood Many different mi'.'ere operated the 
I,luce the days of the Civil War. Mr mill during the past sixty year* Per 

j u Orndorff owner of the mill had haps Robert S Gum worked In the 

worked In ihe mill all day without mtH longer than the other miller. , 
fire r>iflerent persons l>»d passed | n keeping up with industry, and 
the mill Just after dark and saw no i0 view of the needs of the Green 
light or lire The fire was first dis ban |£ community It may be obaervrd 

covered about 7 p. m , by Ciydr GHIis that the old Bruffey mill and the 

pie and Cecil Arbogast who live near Uevener mill was a center of Intlu.f; 
by; the whole Inside was a mass of afl( j had their place of Importance ti. 
a*uies when first discovered. In less llie niche of the history of the Green 
thso a half hours time the whole bank community. 


s a mass of ruined ma 


James Elliott, the master mechan 


chlnery, cog wheels, shafting, fly I j Ci 0 f the building wee a soldier ol 


wheels, ai d mill stones. The entire 
I loss Is estimated at more than 110,- 


the Indian wars; w»» a private under 
the commando! Gene at Gio'ge A: 


000 The two turbine driving wheels I Cusler #ndGeDefai Me „ a H ew«* 


o still In the water deck lu regular 


with Reno's army when Genera* 


I arrangement. This mill has been the ... , . 

I main stand by for the neighborhood j."’ 1 M^hottV^-Tvw*^ . IT 
for a period of about 60 years. The , «‘J s^u,ra JoL P“ T?i *“ 
entire neighborhood sustains a sense , 9 o« J f -V th f f‘ 7 '” 

tnw«" w,lh Mr0fD 

dorffln his great loss. war veteran. Mr Elliott died before 

, This mill was erected by’ U f| ah the p ape , 8 were ratified and sanction 

^ I JIevener^Sr , In the year 1879, on ed bj the u. s Government Mr 

fTheTTtfome old Bruffey flour mill EIMolt wa , a Confederate soldier In 

. Patrick Br uffey had ereoted a flour Uie Civl| War of 

amronTHesame site about the year General Klrb y Smith, and Dick T*v 
of 1825 which was driven by an over , or , n tl)e south' West Af * er 
•hot water wheel; he also had an up war Mr Elliott worked his way from 
and down saw mill driven by the same *, | S s,ssl P pl to Iowa, and from there 
water power arrangement, which had |D company wIth a maQ DaQjed R B 

f > i ee °i0 7n P . P anted by 4 ° eW SaW “ ° noIds ' went 10 thc Dakotas on a trap 

the 1870 s. ping expedition, and thereby enlisted 

In the last few years the mill was In Custer's Army, 
operated under the firm name of Thel . r vv. Brown 1 

North Fork Milling Company, but! Greeobank, W. Va. 

I was known far and near as the Heve- — 

ner Mill. It was erected whea the 
famous white pine trees «were plentl* 
ful and all the frame work was hewed 
and dressed by hand, all the framing. 

\ wa* mortised, draw bored and pinned 

with locust pins. No spikes were . , 

</ os^d In the frame work The entire' } / 

bul ding was four stories high Includ —— V ■ r x 

h<g the basement and was a complete 

master piece of architecture. The . 

modern carpenter would always stand f f 

In admiration, and marvel at Its per / / r jit 

feet construction / // 
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NORTH FORK HILL HURNS 


Dear Cal: - 

Saturday night, March 2nd, 1940. 
was the time that the North Fork 
Flour Mill was utterly and complete 
ly destroyed by fire This disaster is 
considered the mo-t unfortunate 
event of a calamitous nature that has 
afflicted the Greenbank neighborhood 
since the days of the Civil War. Mr. 
J B. Orndorff owner of the mill had 
worked in the mill all day without 
fire Different persons had passed 
the mill just after dark and saw no 
light or fire The fire was first dis 
covered about 7 p. m , by Ciyde Gillls- 
pie and Cecil Arbogast who live near 
by; the whole inside was a mass of 
flames when first discovered. In less 
than a half hours time the whole 
structure was a mass of ruined ma 
chinery, cog wheels, shafting, fly 
wheels, ar.d mill stones. The entire 
loss is estimated at more than $10,- 
000 The two turbine driving wheel's 
are still in the water deck in regular. 
arrangement. This mill has been the 
main stand by for the neighborhood 
for a period of about 60 years. The 
entire neighborhood sustains a sense i 
of loss and sympathize with Mr Orn 

dorff In his great losa. 

This mill was erected 

»n the year 1879, uu 
the iirtfoTThe old Hruffey flour mill j 
atrlck liruffejr had erected 




Uriah 
on 


«bill <>7i ThtTsamfl sir» 


flour I 


a,._ * 


( tlorfT In his great lo9s. 

Tills mill was erected by Uriah 
[levene^ Sr , In the year 1879, on 
heinrSoTThe old Uruffey flour mill 
’atrlck Uruffey had erected a flour 
Tirron Fife same site about the year 
f 1825 which was driven by an over 
>ot water wheel; he also had ao up 
id down saw mill driven by the same 
ater power arrangement, which had 
ea supplanted by a new saw mill in 
e 1870’s. 

I In the last few years the mill was 
operated under the firm name of The 
North Fork Milling Company, but 
I w »s known far and near as the Heve- 
ner Mill. It was erected when the 
famous white pine trees «were plentij 
ful and all the frame work was hewed 
and dressed by hand, all the framing, 
was mortised, draw bored and pinned 
with locust pins. No spikes wer& 
nsrd Iri the frame work, v The entire' 
bui ding was four stories high includ 
«'*g the basement and was a complete 
tn»»ter piece of architecture. The 
modtrni carpenter would always stand 
n a miration, and marvel at Its per 
f*-n construction 


' The services of James Elliott was 

WC .poured tr> build the mill and with the 
!W help of Eldrldge Brown and a Mr. 

' Propps did all the carpenter work on 
040 the building. Char.es P. Brown laid 
r..rb the foundation and did the mason 
work. The machihery was put l. 
r Ik perfect running condition by a mill- 
ate wrlght by the name’ of Xorann and 
nas Robert J Brown, carpenter helper. - 
sod Many different millers operated the 
Hr. mill during the past sixty years. Per 
iad haps Robert N. Gum worked in the 
tut ; oj i J1 longer than the other miller. .«*. .j 
ed i In keeping up with industry, and <r ~ 
no ! io view of the needs of the Greeny 
is bank community it may be observed^ 

Is- that the old Bruffey mill and the 1 j 
r Ilevener mill was a center of Industry' 

°f and had their place of Importance in 
*s the niche of the history of the Green 
e bank community. „ ro 

James Elliott, the master mechan 
ic, of the building was a soldier of 
t the Indian wars; whs a private under 

I <he command of Gene-al George A: 
r ’Custer, and General -keno. He was 

with Reno’s army when General 

I I Cutter’s Company was massacred in 
11 ■" ‘® E.ilott’s urtl.iavlt was tsk* 

* J l.n I ■ T «*mmkI hi 
'*'*’•* f Jt the purpose of securing s 
j i*i<M jo for Mr Elliott as an Indian 


inle bank commun.Kj. 

»» lames Elliott, the roaster mechan 

flj ^ of the building was a soldier of 
Ire ;?' Indian wars; whs a private under 
0,- ihe command of Geneal George A: 

els I Custer, and General -Keno. He was 

ar with Reno’s army when General 

t,e if Custer’s Company was massacred in 
>£l I 1^76 Mr Elliott’s affidavit was tak- 
,e 7 »»n by Squire John P. Townsend In 
ie 1920 * for the purpose of securing a 
1- I pension for Mr Elliott as an Indian 
I war veteran. Mr Elliott died before 
b the papers were ratified and sanction- 
a | ed by the U. S. Government Mr 
Elliott was a Confederate soldier in 
r I the Civil War under command of 
r I General Kirby Smith, and Dick Tay*. 

lor in the South" West: After the 
* war Mr Elliott worked his way from 
*1 ississippi to Iowa, and from there 
in company with a mao named Key 
nolds, went to the Dakotas on a trap-’ 
ping expedition, and thereby enlisted 
in Custer’s Army.''- J 

W. Brown. 


Greenbank, W. Va. 


